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The Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition is a coalition of organizations,  
parents, and other concerned individuals committed to improving  
the well-being of Bridgeport’s children through research, education,  
advocacy, and mobilization.

BCAC provides the vehicle for the Greater Bridgeport community to 
take concerted action on issues that affect children’s health, education, 
and safety. Our coalition is grassroots and independent, diverse and 
motivated. Together, we are advocating for policy and systems change 
that will clear a path to a better future, particularly for Bridgeport’s 
most vulnerable and disadvantaged children.

Research.
Research is the foundation 
for everything BCAC does. 

Our reports provide objective 
data, identify best practices, 
and suggest practical steps 

to address the challenges our 
children face.

Advocate.
Advocacy is at the heart 

of  BCAC’s mission. 
We empower community 
members by giving them 

the tools and information to 
effectively advocate for 

positive change. 

Mobilize.
As a coalition of  diverse 

members, BCAC harnesses 
the power of  people to bring 

about systems change  
and improve children’s  

well-being.

Educate.
BCAC educates the community 

by sharing information,  
ideas, and resources. By 

advancing a shared  
understanding of  children’s 

issues, we can move forward 
as a cohesive community.

BCAC

Our Mission



Letter from the 
Executive Director and 

Board Chair

Annual Report 2014

Power: The ability to do something or act in a 
particular way, especially as a faculty or quality

Change: The act, process, or result of  making 
different or transforming
When talking to colleagues, we often hear discussions about how difficult making 
change in our world can be. Change can be frightening, and many people, systems 
and organizations resist tackling the hard work that is needed for sustainable  
change. Yet, embracing change is empowering – and necessary to the work we all do. 

Since 1985, BCAC has been an objective and trusted voice for children and families in 
our community. In the year we were founded, the price of  a gallon of  gas was $1.20; 
pay phones were on every corner; and instant-print cameras were quite the rage. Back 
then, we could not have imagined the extent of  the internet, cell phones, or people 
using a phone as a camera! These changes have revolutionized the way we all live.

In light of  all this change, we recognized that we needed to adapt to meet the world 
in this new place. Therefore, we invested in re-energizing our look and improving our 
communications. In addition to designing a new logo, we developed a new website, 
redesigned the State of  the Child, and entered the world of  social media. 

We are very excited with this new BCAC look; however, while things may look different, 
our identity and deep commitment to children and families is unwavering. The steps 
we’ve taken to refresh our look, hone our messaging, and build out our communications 
tools will ensure that more people hear our story, better understand the issues, and  
know how to take decisive action. 
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A NEW BRAND



Yet, we cannot do this work alone. We need  
our families to be confident communicating 
Bridgeport’s story. Hence, BCAC partnered  
with PLTI (Parent Leadership Training Institute)  
to conduct civic engagement training this past  
year. These sessions taught parents effective  
ways to convey their stories to civic leaders  
and lawmakers. Now, more than ever, community 
residents need to understand the power of   
their collective voices to effect changes in  
our community. 

This past year, BCAC also helped residents take advantage of  the positive changes  
that were the result of  the Affordable Care Act’s passage. We know that good health  
is the cornerstone of  a child’s well-being. So, enrolling families in health insurance  
was a natural extension of  our past work. BCAC staff  worked tirelessly, and ultimately 
enrolled over 300 people into health insurance and engaged another 850 through 
community outreach efforts. 

But our work is not over. With the ever-changing landscape in healthcare, we must 
educate these families about how to use their new insurance and how to use the  
power of  their voices to advocate for their own health.

For 29 years, BCAC has been committed to improving the well-being of  children  
and families in Bridgeport and beyond through the four pillars of  our work – research, 
education, advocacy and mobilization. Because we do not accept government 
funding, we rely on the support and generosity of  the individuals, businesses, 
organizations, and foundations listed in this report. We are proud to stand with our 
supporters who recognize that there is power in numbers. And all of  us together – 
harnessing the power of  our strong united voices for children and families – make 
change happen.

Thanks to all of  you for supporting our work! 
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Letter from the Executive Director & Board Chair

BCAC 
2014 

Highlights

Mary Pat Healy
Executive Director

Diane Brassell
2014-2015 Board Chair



STUDENTS 
IN THE 

BRIDGEPORT 
SCHOOL SYSTEM 

20,856
Education Forum
On a bitterly cold evening 
last winter, over 100 people 
attended our forum to 
listen to experts from The 
Consultation Center at Yale 
University and University 
of  Connecticut discuss 
best practices to improve 
school climate. 

“ Evaluation of the Access Health CT Enrollment  
Experience in Connecticut: Raising up the Voices of  
Urban Consumers, Assisters and Navigators” funded  
by the Universal Health Care Foundation, Connecticut 
Health Foundation, and The Donaghue Foundation

Civic Engagement 
Training
BCAC partnered with 
the Parent Leadership 
Training Institute (PLTI)  
to train parents how  
to use their voice to 
influence local, state  
and federal policymakers 
and civic leaders.

Healthcare
As an assister organization, 
BCAC staff  helped families 
from Bridgeport, Norwalk 
and Stamford enroll in health 
insurance through Access 
Health CT.

Satisfaction with In-Person  
Assistance Extremely High
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1. PT PARTNERS

PT Partners is a partnership 
amongst residents, community 
organizations, neighbors, 
and government agencies 
working together to improve 
the quality of  life at the PT 
Barnum Apartments and the 
surrounding community. This 
unique approach is resident-
driven and BCAC is proud to 
be a member of  the Steering 
Committee. The collaboration 
aims to strengthen the 
PT community while also 
addressing issues of  concern 
that residents have identified 
and prioritized. 

2. READ ALOUD

The School Volunteer 
Association of  Bridgeport 
held its 29th annual Read 
Aloud Day this fall. Over 
600 volunteers from all over 
Fairfield County shared the  
joy of  reading with every  
pre-kindergarten through sixth 
grade class across the city. 
Read Aloud Day demonstrates 
how many people truly care 
about the education and 
lives of  the students of  the 
Bridgeport Public Schools. 
BCAC staff  participate every 
year. It’s a great way to start  
the morning!

3. SENATOR MURPHY VISIT

Last spring, BCAC worked with 
our member organizations, 
Hall Neighborhood’s Care 
Around the Clock and the 
Bridgeport Alliance for 
Young Children (BAYC), to 
plan a child care site visit for 
Senator Chris Murphy. The 
Senator spent time touring the 
facility, reading to children, 
and learning about childcare 
issues facing families in 
Bridgeport. Accessible, 
affordable child care is a 
critical issue for working 
parents in our community. 
And, quality child care greatly 
improves the educational 
readiness of  our children.

The Power of Change: 
Mobilizing for Children and Families
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BCAC Members 
Above and Beyond 
Gifts of  $1,000 or More
United Way of Coastal Fairfield County
Greenfield Hill Congregational Church
Hall Neighborhood House, Inc.

BCAC Member Organizations
We thank our Members who  
make the Coalition possible!
A Child’s World, Inc.
ABCD, Inc.
All Our Kin
American Association of University 
Women - Bridgeport Branch
Big Brothers Big Sisters of SWCT
Boys & Girls Village, Inc.
Bridgeport Hospital
Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust
Bridgeport Public Education Fund
Burroughs Community Center
Cardinal Shehan Center
Career Resources, Inc.
Caroline House
Catholic Charities of Fairfield  
County, Inc.
The Child & Family Guidance Center
Christ & Holy Trinity Church
Congregation B’nai Israel
Congregation Rodeph Sholom
Connecticut Legal Services, Inc.
The Council of Churches of Greater 
Bridgeport
CT Against Gun Violence (CAGV)
The Discovery Museum
Fairfield Grace United Methodist 
Church
Fairfield University School of Nursing
Friends of New Beginnnings 
Family Academy
FSW, Inc. CT
GBAPP
Golden Hill United Methodist Church
International Institute of 
Connecticut, Inc.
The Kennedy Center
McGivney Community Center
Mercy Learning Center
Mount Aery Baptist Church
Nichols United Methodist Women
Optimus Health Care
RYASAP

School Volunteer Association  
of Bridgeport
Southwest Community Health Center
Southwestern AHEC, Inc.
St. Mark’s Day Care Center 
St. Vincent’s Medical Center
St. Vincent’s Special Needs Center
Summerfield United Methodist Church
The Salvation Army
Trinity Episcopal Church
Unitarian Church in Westport
Unitarian Universalist Church  
of Greater Bridgeport
United Congregational Church  
of Bridgeport
United Way of Coastal Fairfield 
County - BAYC
Wakeman Boys & Girls Club -  
Smilow Burroughs Clubhouse

Donors and Beyond 
Gifts of  $1,000 or More
Richard Bieder, Esq.
Mary Pat and Peter Healy
Alejandra Holway and 
David Behrends
Michael Koskoff, Esq.
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, P.C.
Estate of Ruth Krauss
Estate of Benjamin B. Lewis
Jane F. Norgren
Estate of Janice Park
Elizabeth M. Pfriem
Cleo and Jon Sonneborn
Robert Urban

Champions 
Gifts of  $500 - $999
Alan Beasley
Edith and Kevin Cassidy
Clare and Hayes Clark
Mary Ellen Curran
Barbara and Bob Fazio
Marcy and Herb Hardt
Bruce Hubler
Honorable Mark Lauretti
Honorable Robert Malone
MaryBeth and Sal Mollica
Joseph O’Connell
Deborah and Jeffrey Owens
Betty S. Smith
Tanya and Robert Smith 

Sponsors 
Gifts of  $100 - $499
Alloy Engineering Co.
Cynthia Almonte
Nilda Aponte
Lynn Axelroth
Ronald Blumenfeld, MD
Linda R. Brewster
Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust
Laura Caramore
Nicole and Stephen Cassidy
Miriam Caston
Nina Chanana
Dr. and Mrs. Robert D. Chessin
The Children’s Law Center  
of Connecticut
Colleen H. Connor and 
Brian P. Kellahan
Meghan and Michael Conway
Lilla and Milton Cooper, MD
The Council of Churches  
of Greater Bridgeport
M. Kate Curran
JoAnn Davidson
Adam Derrick
Dianne Kaplan deVries
Suzanne Dreyer
Agnes Dubow
Gina Dunston-Boone, MD
Barbara and Mark Edinberg
Barbara and John Evans
Fairfield University
Paul Farina
Amy and Bill Finnegan
Mary Jane Foster and 
Jack McGregor
Robert Francis
Mildred and Marvin Garrell
Amy Gerte
Marty Gilbert
Nancy Gilliland
Linda Goldenberg
Andrea Goodman and  
Jeff Ackerman
Deborah Goodman and  
David Abbey 
Rev. Judith Greene
Heather Habelka
Mike Halloran
Steve Halloran
Mary Ellen and William Hass
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The Power of Change: 
Honoring Our Generous Donors



Edna and John Henchy
Marie and James Henry
Paula and Robert Herzlinger, MD
Margaret Hiller
Fiona Hodgson
Pam Hoffman, MD
Housatonic Community College
Wendy and Donald Hyman
Christine Ingenito 
Gail Janensch
Loretta Jay
Jamal Jimerson
Peggy and Harold Kamins
Caryn S. Kaufman
Henry R. Kelly, Sr.
Andrea and Irv Kern, Esq.
Geraldine Klein-Robbenhaar
Larry Kluetsch
Carolyn Kobsa
Honorable F. Paul Kurmay
Susan and Joel Lichtenstein, Esq.
Michele Macauda
Suzanne MacAvoy
Phyllis and John Machledt, MD
Ceci Maher
Carol A. Malenfant
The McCalley’s
Cristin McCarthy Vahey
Merit Insurance, Inc.
Kathy and Paul Miller
Alice and Tom Mindrum
Marilyn Moore
Arlene Murphy
Sharon and Joseph Nechasek
Sandra Z. Neubert
Nadine Nevins
Marilyn Ondrasik and  
Vince Musto 
Joan Panagos
Peg Perillie
Patricia and David Pitchenik
Pullman & Comley, LLC
Pamela Ritter
Lynn and Peter Roberge
Peter Ruppert, Esq. 
Rita and Richard Seclow
Susan and Robert Secondi
Bonnie and Stephen Smith
Virginia Smith
Susan Snyder
Southwestern AHEC, Inc.
Robin and Ron Sparks
St. Mark’s Day Care Center

Michael Suntag
Elora Sweedler
Thomas J. Sweeney
Taco Loco Restaurant
Faith Taylor and  
Ted Sullivan 
Medha Thomas
Donna Thompson-Bennett
Preston Tisdale, Esq.
Town of Stratford,  
Community Services
United Way of Coastal  
Fairfield County
Nancy and Peter von Euler
Wade’s Dairy, Inc.
Christine Wasyliko and  
Christopher Huntley
Marion and Joe Wertheim
Christine and Thomas Wetzel
Monica and Frederic Wheeler
Frankie and David White
Jessica Wolf
Anonymous

Mentors 
Gifts of  $50 - $99
Carole B. Adzima
Eileen and Richard  
Anderson
Ivy and Nicole Bass
Susan Brannelly
Diane L. Brassell
Isobel Broadhurst
Nicci Chalker
Kathy Chimini
Diane Santilli Coleman
Helen De Keijzer
Brad R. Durrell
Susannah and John Emra
Linda and William Evasick
Madeline G. Fox
Judy Frey
Diane Fried
Matthew Gaynor
Claire S. Gold
Greater Bridgeport  
Medical Association
Anne Gribbon
Richard C. Harper
Patrick Healy
Jackie Heneage
Home on the Range
Meredith Hostetter
Linda Hudson
Kathleen Hunter

Margery Irish
Mary Anne Judge
Honorable Burton Kaplan
Lisa Labella
Marie and Brian Langdon
Sharon Langer
Maribeth and Sheldon Lawrence
Ilse Levi
Gabrielle and Arne Levinson
Linda Liefland and  
Jonathan Orleans
Linda Malkin
Maria Mojica
Alice Nealon
Frances Newby
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Ogden
Stephen Perry
Dorine and Paul Philben
Kathleen and David Plaskon
Nora and Calvin Price
Rene Ragan
Katherine Roberts
Joan Rosenbaum
Abby Schine
Elizabeth Schmitt
Kevin Sheehy
Linda Smith
Susan Smith
Christina and Ludwig Spinelli
Daniel Wasserman
Alice Williams
Katherine and John Yacavone
Anonymous

Friends 
Gifts of  up to $49
Jocelyn Ault
Diane Barber
Audrey and Larry Bernstein
Sylvia Blackburn
Loretta Blauner
Joyce Undella Chase
Honorable Barbara Coppeto
Addie and Eugene Coppola
Bari S. Dworken
Lilia Figueroa
Ruth and Roy Fine
Gloria Francesconi
Sabra Gallo
Lisa Guerrieri
Marianne and John Healy, Jr.
Mory and Louis Hernandez
Laura Hurwitz
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Honoring Our Generous Donors
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Doris and Frank Jacoby
Edith and Bennett Katzen
Barbara and Jeffrey Kiernan
Beth Lazar
Chris and George Markley
Andrew Martinez
Patricia and Robert McCorkle
Janet Carroll Memoli
David Nee
Carol and Humphrey Nichols
Geraldine Nicholson
Marthann Norgren
Ellen Rosoff
Sonya Turitz Schopick
Rajnikant and Varsha Shah, MD
Lawrence Shapiro
Kevin Simmons
Susan C. Simpson
Elizabeth Torres
John Torres
Mary H. von Conta
Doran Wright
Barbara Yasinski
Anonymous 

Foundations and 
Civic Groups
Bromer Kearney Charitable 
Foundation
Connecticut Health Foundation
Connecticut Health Insurance  
Exchange
Daphne Seybolt Culpeper Memorial 
Foundation
Fairfield County’s Community 
Foundation - Donor Designated Funds
Dorothy Fox, Jonathan Fox 
Charitable Foundation

William Caspar Graustein 
Memorial Fund
Percy, Edna and Edward E. 
Harrison Fund
Klein Family Foundation
Edward S. Moore Family 
Foundation, Inc.
Near and Far Aid Association
Perrin Family Foundation
Norma F. Pfriem Foundation
Ruscito Family Foundation
Schreiber Family Foundation
Theodore L. Sullivan and 
Faith H. Taylor Fund
Sunrise Rotary 21st Century 
Foundation, Inc.
The Tow Foundation
The Ernest and Joan Trefz  
Foundation
Universal Health Care  
Foundationof Connecticut

Matching Gifts
Aon Foundation
GE Charitable Foundation
Pfizer Foundation Matching  
Gifts Program
Pitney Bowes Charity Giving Station

Breakfast Partners
Elizabeth M. Pfriem

Breakfast Benefactors
The Connecticut Post/ Hearst  
Media Services
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, P.C.
Milford Photo
The Ernest & Joan Trefz Foundation
The United Illuminating Company 
and Southern Connecticut Gas

Breakfast Sponsors
ABCD, Inc.
AT&T
Linda and Michael Gordon
William Caspar Graustein 
Memorial Fund
R.D. Scinto, Inc.
Allyson Stollenwerck
The Workplace, Inc.

Breakfast Champions
Burroughs Community Center
Career Resources, Inc.
City of Bridgeport
TheConnectedCitizen.org
FSW, Inc. CT
GBAPP 
Jane F. Norgren
Southwest Community 
Health Center
University of Bridgeport

Breakfast Friends
Dworken, Hillman,  
LaMorte & Sterczala, P.C.
Peter H. Roberge
Helen B. Wasserman

State of  the Child  
Sponsors
General Electric Company
People’s United Bank
Elizabeth M. Pfriem
Norma F. Pfriem

Did You 
Know?

TOTAL 
CHILDREN IN 
BRIDGEPORT

36,574
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Gifts Made in Honor
In Honor of ABCD Inc. Total Learning 
Program In Bridgeport Schools
 Susan Snyder

In Honor of Barbara Edinberg
 Monica Wheeler

In Honor of Gen Halloran
 Michael Halloran

In Honor of Dale Janoski, Marian 
Azryla and Kim O’Malley
 Pam Hoffman, MD

In Honor of Jane Norgren
 Margery Irish

In Honor of Florence and 
Bill Vermeulen
 Amy Gerte

In Honor of Helen Wasserman
 Mary Pat Healy
 Maribeth and Sheldon Lawrence
 Maria Mojica
 Daniel Wasserman
 Jessica Wolf

Gifts Made in Memory
In Memory of Josephine Biazzo, 
Elizabeth Birney, Eleanor Curran  
and Edna Healy
 Jan Birney

In Memory of Joe Goloff
 Lynn Axelroth
 Ruth Fine
 Meredith Hostetter
 Christine Ingenito and the Mental 
 Health Staff at Manhattan VA
 Andrea and Irv Kern
 Helen Wasserman

In Memory of Marianne  
Conaty Healy
 Marge Hiller

In Memory of Bennett Katzen
 Lila and Milton Cooper

In Memory of Dr. Jane Mack
 Nancy and Peter von Euler

In Memory of Janice Park
 Mary Pat Healy

 Marge Hiller

 Gail Janensch

In Memory of Pasquale Perillie, MD
 Peg Perillie

Legacy Donors
Barbara Findlay
Jack Hickey-Williams
Janice Park

Honoring Our Generous Donors

BCAC’s 
29th Annual 

Breakfast

Last spring, over 200 
community members attended 
our 29th Annual Breakfast and 
were inspired by guest speaker 
Michel Nischan, President 
of  Wholesome Wave and an 
advocate for a more healthful, 
equitable and sustainable 
food future for all. Michel has 
been a vocal and influential 
advocate for ensuring that 
everyone, especially people 
in low-income urban and rural 
communities, have access 
to fresh, wholesome, locally 
grown food.

And 
Finally... 



  

*In order to maintain our independent voice,  
we do not accept government funding.

2014 Financial Highlights

  

 2% Printing and Copying

 11% Overhead

 75% Staff, Benefits and Consultants

 2% Meetings, Office and Program Supplies 
 4% Transportation, Communications and Postage

 6% Corporate Underwriting 

 2% Annual Breakfast 

 21% Interest and Investments

 10% Contributions

 59% Grants

 2% Organizational Memberships

  

Income

Expenses

*In order to maintain our independent voice,  
we do not accept government funding.

 6% Office Space and Technology



2470 Fairfield Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06605 
T  (203) 549-0075 
F  (203) 549-0203
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Board of  Directors

OFFICERS

Diane L. Brassell 
Chairwoman

Scott K. Wilderman 
Vice Chair and Secretary

Peter H. Roberge 
Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Gwendolyn Alphonso, Ph.D

Stanley Bernard

Marta Calderon

Edith B. Cassidy

Gina Dunston-Boone, M.D.

Robert Francis

Maria Geigel

Linda Goldenberg

Michael Gordon

Saleh Hanaif

Marcy Hardt

William J. Hass, Ph.D.

Frances Haynes

 
 

Margaret Hiller

Salvatore J. Mollica

Nadine Nevins

Frances Newby

Jane Norgren

Margie Powell

Gina LeVon Simpson

Linda S. Smith, MS

Tanya Rhodes Smith

Allyson Stollenwerck

Preston C. Tisdale, Esq

Helen B. Wasserman

Katherine S. Yacavone

EMERITUS

The Late Janice Park

Staff

Mary Pat C. Healy Executive Director

Robin Lamott Sparks Senior Director of Policy and Research

A. Lazaro Corro Benites  Community Organizer/Healthcare Advocate

Mory Hernandez Community Organizer/Healthcare Advocate

Nicole Bass Administrative Assistant 

Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition. 2014. All rights reserved.


