
Today, the Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition’s (BCAC) 
work is more important than ever to give our children a 
fighting chance and our community a more promising fu-
ture. Parents continue to lose jobs, their health insurance 
and their housing. Children face hunger, poor health, 
struggles in school and potential homelessness. Children 
and their families will continue to be at great risk unless 
we act collectively and collaboratively. We must continue 
to shine a light on the challenges facing our children and 
their families. Together, we can make a significant impact 
on so many lives.
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26th Annual Breakfast 

The 26th Annual Breakfast fea-
tured Wes Moore, youth advocate, 
army combat veteran, Rhodes 
Scholar and businessman. He 
is the author of The Other Wes 
Moore: One Name, Two Fates, 
a story about his life and that of 
another man with the same name, 
about the same age, and from the 

same neighborhood, who was arrested and convict-
ed of murdering an off-duty police officer. 

Over 400 people heard Wes Moore’s powerful ad-
dress, emphasizing the life and death impact that 
choices and responsibility play for both individu-
als and our society. “For those of us who live in the 
most precarious places in the country, our destinies 
can be determined by a single stumble down the 
wrong path, or a tentative step toward the right one,” 
explained Moore. “The chilling truth is that his story 
could have been mine. The tragedy is that my story 
could have been his.”

Forty students attended the Breakfast and met pri-
vately afterwards with Mr. Moore for a morning they 
will never forget. Wes Moore was compelling, inspira-
tional and, without question, had a profound impact 
on the students in attendance.

BCAC presented State Comptroller Kevin Lembo with 
the Jan Park Child Advocacy Award and Optimus 
Health Care and Southwest Community Health Cen-
ter with the Cesar Batalla Community Service Award. 

BCAC by the Numbers
2010-2011

5,000 people read BCAC’s three reports 

663 parents took BCAC surveys

1,300 people attended BCAC events

400 people attended a BCAC presentation 

28 references to BCAC cited in regional media 
outlets

15 Task Force and member organization meetings 
organized with more than 230 people 

100’s of phone calls and e-mails generated to 
support the issues

EDUCATIONEARLY CARE“The fact is: public servants – the teachers, mentors and volunteers 
who work with our youth – are as imperative to our national standing and 
survival as our armed forces.”  Wes Moore, BCAC Annual Breakfast

State of the Child on the Road  
The 25th Anniversary 
edition of BCAC’s State 
of the Child in Bridgeport 
contained compelling sta-
tistics. This year, we took 
the State of the Child on 
the road, making presen-
tations to civic groups in 
Bridgeport, Fairfield, Nor-
walk and Orange, CT. The 
presentations shed light 
on the challenges and 
consequences of child 
poverty and the inequities 
amongst communities. 
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Ensuring the Parent Voice in Bridgeport’s 
Education System 

This past July, the Bridgeport Board 
of Education voted in support of 
a resolution for a state reconstitu-
tion. In August 2011, the new Board 
of Education was named. Parents 
have been naturally frustrated 
and worried about their children’s 
education and many felt disenfran-

chised with the process by which the reconstitution 
took place. With events in local education occurring 
at breakneck speed, BCAC’s role as an objective 
voice has continued to be more important than ever.  

Hiring and Keeping the Best 
In the fall 2010, we released our report, Hiring and 
Keeping the Best: How Can Bridgeport Schools Recruit and 
Retain High Quality Teachers? Our research found 
significant improvements in retaining special 
education teachers and, at the same time, serious 
challenges staffing core subjects, such as math, 
science and foreign languages. We also found 
that the Bridgeport school district suffers from a 
revolving door of teacher turnover. Newer teachers 
with fewer than four years of experience are much 
more likely to leave and then have to be replaced, 
taking a serious toll on student learning and the 
district’s budget.

Tracking School Suspensions and 
Reporting on Positive Change
In 2009, we released a report on school suspen-
sions in the Bridgeport schools. In July 2010, state 
law went into effect limiting the use of out-of-school 
suspensions. During the 2010-11 school year, the 
Bridgeport school district implemented several 
programs to reduce suspensions, including 
in-school suspension programs in all schools. 
We responded and released our publication, 
Suspensions in the Bridgeport Schools: What’s New? The 
report showed that the Bridgeport school district 
made great strides in reducing out-of-school 
suspensions. In the last three years, the district 
reduced the number of out-of-school suspensions 
by 1,445. At the same time, however, in-school 
suspensions increased by 272.

What has been BCAC’s Role?
•  Monitored the school budget process by attending 

all five Board of Education Finance Committee  
meetings.

•  Mobilized parents to attend and testify at the school 
budget hearing. 

•   Presented testimony at the State Department of 
Education meeting raising questions about the  
process by which the Board of Education was  
reconstituted and the lack of parent and  
community involvement.

•   Invited guests on WVOF and WNPR radio programs.

•   Partnered with PLTI (Bridgeport Parent Leadership 
Training Institute), District PAC (Parent Advisory 
Council) and the Bridgeport Parent Center to 

 organize a community meeting with Superintendent 
Ramos; more than 250 parents attended.

•  Worked with our community partners to organize a
 community meeting with State Department of  

Education Acting Commissioner George Coleman; 
more than 200 parents attended.

Our work is far from finished and we will continue to 
be a watchdog moving forward. Our advocacy efforts 
and objectivity are increasingly necessary to ensure 
that Bridgeport schools have the resources they need 
to provide a quality education and that parents stay 
engaged in the process.

“Now is the time for all of us – the schools, the parents, the community, the 
city, the state and the unions – to bring new ideas to the table, examine how 
things can be done in a different yet more effective and efficient way, and  
advocate for the resources we need to educate Bridgeport students.”
                                                  BCAC Letter to the Editor, CT Post, 6/21/11
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Bridgeport students deserve high-quality teachers

Research clearly shows that the quality of classroom teachers is one 

of the most important school-related factors in student learning and 

achievement. To help close the achievement gap and provide the 

best possible education to every student, Bridgeport must be able 

to attract, hire, and retain high-quality teachers at every grade level 

and in every subject area.   

Concern over teacher 

turnover in Bridgeport

Ten years ago, BCAC released its 

study of teacher turnover in the 

Bridgeport schools during the 

1999-2000 school year. BCAC’s 

Education and Early Care Task 

Force undertook this current study 

because of their concern that, 

while lower than in years past, 

there are still too many classroom 

teachers leaving the Bridgeport 

School District each year. 

The Bridgeport school system was 

not able to supply computerized data 

showing teacher hirings, resignations, 

and retirements. The information 

in this report was compiled from 

Bridgeport Board of Education 

monthly agendas from January 2005 

through September 2010. The data 

was supplemented with information 

obtained from the Connecticut State 

Department of Education and other 

local school districts.

 Hiring and Keeping the Best

                  How Can Bridgeport Schools Recruit and Retain High-Quality Teachers?  

 
 

 

Bridgeport’s teacher recruitment and retention efforts 

yield mixed results

•  Fewer teachers resigned or retired in the last three years.  

In 1999-00, 11.5% of classroom teachers left Bridgeport. Since 

2007-08, fewer teachers have left, with 8% leaving in 2007-08, 

5% in 2008-09, and back to 8% in 2009-10. 

•  Far too many teachers leave after spending only a few 

years teaching in Bridgeport. In 2009-10, nearly 9 of every 

 10 teachers who resigned taught in Bridgeport for four years 

  or less.

•  Retention of special education teachers has improved over 

the last decade with turnover decreasing by 50%.

•  Turnover remains highest among math, science, and world 

languages, with almost one out of every five teachers in 

these subject areas leaving in the 2009-10 school year.  

•  Too few highly qualified candidates apply for positions in 

math, science, and world languages. 

•  Bridgeport hires a large and growing number of long-term 

  substitute teachers each year to cover for teachers out on 

paid and unpaid leaves, as well as vacant positions.  BC
AC

 R
EP

OR
T This report updates BCAC’s publication, Lost Class Time: The State of School Suspensions in the Bridgeport Schools, 

released in fall 2009. That report documented in-school and out-of-school suspensions from the 

2005-06 school year through 2007-08.In July 2010, state legislation went into effect limiting the use of out-of-school suspensions. Recognizing 

the need to address its high rate of out-of-school suspensions and in anticipation of the state law, the 

Bridgeport School District implemented several programs to reduce school suspensions. 
In response to the Bridgeport school system’s positive steps and the new state law, BCAC decided 

to update its data on school suspensions. Data for this current report came from the Bridgeport school 

system and the Connecticut State Department of Education.

BCAC’s 2009 report found that from 2005-06 to 2008-09, the total number of out-of-school suspensions 

in the Bridgeport schools dropped nearly 40%. This positive downward trend is continuing.Total number of out-of-school suspensions dropped nearly 20% from 2007-08 to 2009-10

 
    

 
      

        % Change

 
     2007-08     2008-09        2009-10    2007-08 to 

 
        

             2009-10
Total number of out-of-school suspensions      7,695       6,439        6,247     -19%

  
Total number of in-school suspensions      2,126       3,695        2,398     +13%

 
    Total number of suspensions      9,821     10,134        8,645     -12%

Source: Discipline Data Reports, Bridgeport Schools, 2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10

In-School and Out-of-School Suspensions, Bridgeport Public Schools, 2007-08 through 2009-10

 School Suspensions in Bridgeport Public Schools: What’s New? 

HIGHLIGHTS• Out-of-school suspensions in Bridgeport schools dropped by 20% in the 

 last three years. In-school suspensions increased 13%.• The number of students suspended out-of-school decreased 13%, while the 

 number of students given in-school suspensions increased 14%.
• In three years, the total number of days sanctioned for school discipline decreased 

  by 33%.
• The number of days lost due to school policy violations dropped 41% in the 

 last three years, but still account for nearly 11,900 lost days.• More than 35% of suspended students are in grades 7 and 8; 9% are in 

  kindergarten-grade 3.
• There is still a wide variation in suspension rates among the K-8 schools.
• Out-of-school suspensions dropped, especially at the high school level, 

 during the first three months of the 2010-11 school year, compared to 
 the same time period last year.



Affordable, Quality Health Care Within Reach

BCAC gratefully acknowledges and thanks our supporters

Helping Low-Income Children and Their 
Parents Obtain Insurance 
With unemployment in Bridgeport hovering at 14%, 
many parents are losing their jobs and their health 
insurance benefits. We continued our aggressive 
outreach efforts to enroll parents and children in the 
state’s HUSKY health insurance program. During the 
year, BCAC helped 488 children and 121 parents 
apply for or renew their HUSKY coverage.   

Residents Voice Concerns at Children’s 
Issues Forum 

BCAC’s annual Bridgeport Chil-
dren’s Issues Forum was held 
in December 2010. More than
100 Bridgeport residents met with 
seven of the area’s legislators: 
Bridgeport’s Rep. Andres Ayala, 

Rep. Chris Caruso, Rep. Donald Clemons, Senator 
Ed Gomes, Rep. Auden Grogins and Rep. Jack 
Hennessy, and Fairfield’s Rep. Kim Fawcett. During 
the discussions, legislators reported on the fiscal and 
social services forecast at the state level and residents 
addressed critical children’s issues, including health 
care, education and the importance of preserving 
state-funded safety net services.

Families in the Recession  
In March 2011, we partnered with 
Career Resources and conducted 
our third annual survey to deter-
mine the impact of the recession 
on health care, employment, 
housing and basic family needs. 
We surveyed more than 650 job 
seekers and found that many 

people in the greater Bridgeport area are still worried 
about feeding their families, are out of work for longer 
periods of time, have lost their health insurance and 
are facing a “cliff” of housing and debt crisis when 
unemployment benefits end.

EDUCATIONEARLY CARE“The time to act is now. We cannot wait any longer for a solution to our 
broken health care system.”  
   BCAC Letter to the Editor, CT Post, 5/20/11 
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THE RESULTS: In June 2011, the state legislature passed 
the Health Care Reform Bill. The bill established a new 
SustiNet Health Care Cabinet responsible for integrating 
state and federal health care reform measures, reducing 
state health care spending and creating a business plan 
to explore alternatives to our current health insurance 
system, including a public option.  

We kept health care reform high on the radar screen 
by educating the community about Connecticut’s 
health care reform law, SustiNet, and by strengthen-
ing our grassroots efforts in the Latino community.  

Working hand-in-hand with the statewide health-
care4every1 campaign, we helped move the state 
closer to making affordable, quality health care 
coverage a reality in Connecticut. We accomplished 
this by:

• Organizing two events in Stamford and one in 
Bridgeport to thank our healthcare4every1 sup-
porters; more than 500 joined us in celebration.

• Making 16 presentations throughout the region on 
“de-mystifying” health care reform to a wide range 
of community groups, including churches and 
synagogues, senior citizens, parent groups and 
nonprofit organizations. 

• Organizing six meetings with state senators and 
more than 100 constituents from southern Fairfield 
County. 

• Publishing three letters to the editor, contributing 
material for 13 newspaper articles and participat-
ing in two radio interviews.

• Mobilizing more than 100 parents and clergy to 
attend the Governor’s Town Hall meetings held 
throughout Fairfield County.

 



BCAC Members Above 
and Beyond 
Gifts of $1000 or more.

Greenfield Hill Congregational Church
Greater Bridgeport Area Prevention Program
St. Vincent’s Medical Center
St. Vincent’s Special Needs Center
The Connection, Inc.

BCAC Member 
Organizations
We thank our Members who 
make the Coalition possible. 

A Child’s World, Inc.
ABCD, Inc.
American Association of University Women
ASPIRA of Connecticut, Inc.
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
Big Brothers Big Sisters of SWCT
Boys & Girls Village, Inc.
Bridgeport Board of Education Parent Center
Bridgeport Hospital
Bridgeport Parent Advisory Council
Bridgeport Public Education Fund
Bridgeport Regional Business Council
Burroughs Community Center
Cardinal Shehan Center
Career Resources
Caroline House
Casey Family Services
Catholic Charities of Fairfield County, Inc.
Center For Women & Families
Central Connecticut Coast YMCA
Congregation Beth El
Congregation B’nai Israel
Congregation Rodeph Sholom
Connecticut Legal Services, Inc.
Easton Exchange Club
Fairfield Grace United Methodist Church
Fairfield University College of Arts & Sciences
Fairfield University School of Nursing
Friends of New Beginnings Family Academy
FSW Inc. CT
Girl Scouts of Connecticut
Golden Hill United Methodist Church
Hall Neighborhood House, Inc.
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
International Institute of Connecticut, Inc.
Jewish Center for Community Services
Jewish Family Service, Inc.
Junior League of Eastern Fairfield County
Lawyers for Children America
League of Women Voters of Fairfield
McGivney Community Center
Mercy Learning Center
Messiah Baptist Church
Mount Aery Baptist Church
National Council of Jewish Women
Neighborhood Studios of Fairfield County
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Nichols United Methodist Church
Nichols United Methodist Women

Operation Hope of Fairfield, Inc.
Optimus Health Care
Planned Parenthood
Russell Temple CME Church
RYASAP
Sacred Heart University
School Volunteer Association of Bridgeport
Southwest Community Health Center
Southwestern AHEC, Inc.
St. Mark’s Day Care Center
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Stratford Community Services
Summerfield United Methodist Church
The Child & Family Guidance Center
The Council of Churches of 
  Greater Bridgeport, Inc.
The Discovery Museum
The Kennedy Center
Trinity Episcopal Church
Unitarian Church in Westport
Unitarian Universalist Church of 
  Greater Bridgeport
United Congregational Church of Bridgeport
United Way of Coastal Fairfield County
University of Bridgeport School of Education
Wakeman Boys & Girls Club

Donors Above 
and Beyond
Gifts of $1000 or more.

Richard A. Bieder
Clare and Hayes Clark
Estate of Benjamin B. Lewis
Estate of Ruth Krauss
Barbara and Bob Fazio
William Caspar Graustein
Marcy and Herb Hardt
Susan and Peter Harvey
Thomas Harvey
Mary Pat and Peter Healy
Alejandra Holway
Michael P. Koskoff
Koskoff, Koskoff and Bieder, P.C.
Rev. Donald C. Luster
Robert D. Scinto, Inc.
Tanya Rhodes Smith
Jon and Cleo Sonneborn
Allyson Stollenwerck
Helen Wasserman

Champions
Gifts of $500 to $999.

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Breen
Bridgeport Education Association
Edith Cassidy
Barbara and Mark Edinberg
Jon and Dorothy Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. McCain, Jr.
Cindy and Michael Niedermeier
Faith Taylor and Ted Sullivan 

Sponsors
Gifts of $100 to $499.

Wynne Abrams
Howard J. Aibel
Alloy Engineering Co.
Cindy Almonte
Alpha Community Services
Mildred and Alan Andrews
Bank of America
Diane Barber
Trina and Ross Barnes
Rachel and Steven Behrends
Dorothy Blaustein
Rev. Peggy Block
Dorcas Blue
Ronald Blumenfeld, MD
Rev. Brian Bodt
Lee Ann and Duane Bollert
Boys & Girls Village, Inc.
Susan Brannelly
Linda Brewster
Bridgeport Council of Administrators &    
  Supervisors
Bridgeport Hospital Foundation, Inc.
Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust
Sandra J. Brown
Lisa and James Cantey
Joseph Carbone
Cardinal Shehan Center
Sandra and Daniel Carmichael
Caroline House
Nina L. Chanana
Citi Community Development
City of Bridgeport 
Julie and Tom Coakley
Congregation B’nai Israel
Meghan and Michael Conway
Lilla and Milton Cooper
Agnes P. Craig
M. Kate Curran
Mary Ellen Curran
Denise Davidoff
JoAnn Davidson
Helen and Arne de Keijzer
Dianne Kaplan deVries
Gina A. Dunston-Boone, MD
Bari S. Dworken
Dworken, Hillman, LaMorte, Sterczala, P.C.
Amy and Mitchell Eisenberg
Barbara and John Evans
Priscilla Faustini
Luisa Francoeur and Jim Goodrich
Nancy and Richard Freedman
Judy Frey
Angela K. Frusciante
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Gaines
Lori Burns Galdenzi
Lorraine Gibbons
Nancy S. Gilliland
Fran Glucroft
Laurie Goldberg
Sen. Edwin A. Gomes
John Gomes
Andrea Goodman and Jeff Ackerman
Deborah Goodman and David Abbey
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Michael Gordon
Stewart and Connie Greenfield
Laurie and Jeffrey Gross, MD
Rebekah Harriman
John Hartwell
Mary Ellen and William Hass
Marianne and John Healy, Jr.
Patrick Healy
Mory and Louis Hernandez
Paula and Robert Herzlinger, MD
Margaret Hiller
Pam Hoffman, MD
John Hooper
Adrienne Farrar Houel
Housatonic Community College
Linda Hudson
Deborah and John Hughes
Dr. Nancy A. Humphreys
Wendy and Donald Hyman
Geraldine W. Johnson
Rev. Tyrone P. Jones, IV
Monica and John Judge
Margaret and Harold Kamins
Janelle Kandrach
Henry R. Kelly, Sr.
Sheila A. Kempf
Karen King
Larry Kluetsch
Clare W. Kontos
Lorraine and Maurice Kosstrin
Kuchma Corporation
Judge F. Paul Kurmay
Brian J. Langdon
Elizabeth and Clifford Levine
Susan and Joel Lichtenstein, Esq.
Lighthouse Program
Wendy Lindquist
Jim Lohr
Phyllis C. and John H. Machledt, MD
Main State Ventures, LLC
Hon. Robert Malone
George and Chris Markley
MaryAnn Matthews
Robert Mazzacane
Jean and David Mc Gee, DVM
Marianna McCall
Sue McCalley
Phillip McKain
Peter McKnight
Merit Insurance, Inc.
Judith Meyers
Kathy and Paul Miller
Mitchell & Sheahan, P.C.
MaryBeth and Sal Mollica
Sharon and Joseph Nechasek
Elise and David Neeland
Neighborhood Studios of Fairfield County
Sandra Z. Neubert
Nadine Nevins, Esq.
Frances Newby
Patricia Nicolari
Edna Novak
Kathleeen O’Brien
Sheila and Thomas Ogden
Marilyn Ondrasik and Vince Musto
Deborah and Jeffrey Owens
Ralph Paladino



Janice Park
Patriot National Bank
People’s United Insurance
Hattie Pettway
Kathleen Pierce and David Blagys
Ralphola Taylor Community Center/YMCA
Dr. John J. Ramos
Arthur Rhatigan
Lynne and Peter Roberge
Katherine Roberts
Joan L. Rosenbaum
Stephanie Ross
Rotair Industries, Inc.
Lisbeth and George Ruderman
Vicci R. Ruscito
Lynn B. Russell
RYASAP
John Santa
Sarah Schenk
Albert Schilling
Donna Schmidt
Jean S. Schoenleber
School Volunteer Association of Bridgeport
Rita and Richard Seclow
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Secondi
Lisa and Mark Shufro
Laura Lee and John Simon
Andrew Sklover
Betty S. and Samuel Z. Smith
Susan Snyder
Kathleen and Brian Soderholm
Southwestern AHEC, Inc.
Donna Spigarolo
St. Mark’s Day Care Center
St. Vincent’s Medical Center
John F. Stafstrom, Jr.
Starboard Capital Partners, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Staunton
Dora and Burt Stuttman
Sheila and Shawn Sullivan
Thomas J. Sweeney
Taco Loco Restaurant
Donna Thompson-Bennett
Ellen Tower
Mary and Bob Trefry
United Way of Coastal Fairfield County
Robert Urban
David Vita
Nancy and Peter von Euler
Wakeman Boys & Girls Club
Pedro Wasmer
Christine Wasyliko and Christopher Huntley
Webster Bank
Valeria G. Wells
Christine and Thomas Wetzel
Scott Wilderman
Jessica Wolf
The Workplace, Inc. 
Two Anonymous Donors

Mentors
Gifts of $50 to $99.

Laura and Joseph Amicucci
Antoinette and Richard Bain, Jr.
Stanley Bernard
Jan and Mark Birney
Grayson C. Braun
Barbara P. Bresler
Maryann B. Brewster
Isobel Broadhurst
Martha Brooks
Teri Brown
Sandra and Bernhard Bruder
Marijane L. Carey
Mary Carroll-Mirylees
Judith and Robert Chessin, MD
City of Shelton
Nancy and William Cohen
ConnectiCare, Inc.
Catherine and Bruce Dillingham
Bradford R. Durrell
Carole J. Fanslow
Robert Ford
Madeline G. Fox
Robert Francis
Judge and Mrs. Frederick Freedman
Diane Fried
Sabra Gallo
Greater Bridgeport Medical Association
Anne Gribbon
Edna and John Henchy
Jackie Heneage
Robert Henry
Home on the Range
Anne Marie and Melvyn Horowitz
Kathleen Hunter
Lucy and Alan Katz
Ellen and Gerry Kuroghlian 
Kyle Family Trust
Ann T. Langley
Deb and John Laurino
Joanne and Carl Leaman
LIUNA Local # 665
June R. Lurie
Suzanne MacAvoy
Linda Malkin
Jean and Vinny Martire
Ellen McBride
Alice and Tom Mindrum
Maria Mojica
Cecile and David Newberg
Marjorie Nusom
Devon Pfeifer
Paul and Doreen Philben
Lynn and Owen Renfroe
Pamela W. Ritter
Katherine P. Roberts
Poonam Sharma
Karen Siclari and Kenneth Handelman
Thomas Silengo
Virginia Smith
Ludwig Spinelli
The Young Artists Studio, LLC
Thomas Tucker
Kenneth Wirfel
Hinda and Martin Wolf, Esq.
Katherine and John Yacavone

Friends
Gifts of up to $49.

Kathleen Alagno
Eileen and Richard Anderson
Norman Andrews
Carolee J. Barrett
Susie and Frank Basler
Audrey and Larry Bernstein, MD
Beatrice Bernstein
Sylvia S. Blackburn
Barbara and Arthur Bleemer
Robert H. Bloom
Chester Brodnicki
Margaret M. Brokaw
Marta Calderon
Frances and Ivan Capella
Kathy Chimini
Christ Church Tashua
Kristen Cohen
Diane Coleman
Hon. Barbara Coppeto
Addie and Gene Coppola
Michelle Doucette Cunningham
Sister Mercita Curley
Mr. and Mrs. William Curran
Mary E. Eady
Gail and Gary Felberbaum
Mary Ann and Tom Fichera
Lilia E. Figueroa
Noel Furie
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Garrell
Steven Hansen
Frances Haynes
Lynne Hodgson
Millie M. Horosko
Hernan Illingworth
Marcia Jacobs
Mary Anne Judge
Edith and Bennett Katzen
Darlene Knight
Joseph and Nancy Lack
Finette Lafontant
Sharon Langer
Beth Lazar
Ilse S. Levi
Gabrielle Levinson
Martha Loh
Erica D. Lopez
Daniel L. MacDougall
Alice Ente Madwed, MD
Jeffrey Madwed
Ruth Madwed
Barbara and Edward Mason
Patricia and Robert McCorkle
Margaret A. McMann
Alice B. Nealon
Carol and Humphrey Nichols
Jane and Phil Norgren
Myrtelene T. Pearson
Suzanne B. Phillip
Pamela Poling
Alonda T. Powell-Johnson
Gail and Brian Quinn
Margaret H. Reynolds
Jon L. Ringel
Jenny and Tim Robson
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John Salisbury
Abby Schine
Sonya Turitz Schopick
Esteban Francisco Sebourne
Varsha and Rajnikant Shah
Kevin Sheehy
Eileen Sheridan
Kevin Simmons
Susan C. Simpson
Gina LeVon Simpson
Bonnie Slyn and David Ball, Esq.
Bonnie and Stephen Smith
Francine Stein
Alice and John Stokes
Cristin McCarthy Vahey
Rosemarie Varese
Mary H. Von Conta
Phyllis Ward
Linda and Robert Wilson
Natalie C. Wintter
Ellen and Austin K. Wolf 
One Anonymous Donor

Foundations and 
Civic Groups
Altrushare Opportunity Funds of 
  Tides Foundation
Bridgeport Hospital Foundation, Inc.
Bromer Kearney Charitable Foundation
Edward S. Moore Foundation, Inc.
Fairfield County Community Foundation -  
  Donor Designated Funds
 Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
 Fireman’s Fund
 First County Bank Foundation, Inc.
 Florence & Bill Vermeulen Fund
 William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund
 Jewish Community Foundation
 Lone Pine Foundation
 Near & Far Aid Association
 Norma Pfriem Foundation
 Percy, Edna and Edward E. Harrison Fund
 Perrin Family Foundation
 Schreiber Family Foundation
 Sunrise Rotary 21st Century 
   Foundation, Inc.
 The Kreitler Foundation, Inc.
 The Tow Foundation
 Universal Health Care Foundation of 
   Connecticut
 The Ruscito Family Foundation
 Westport Rotary Club Foundation



Matching Gifts
Arch Chemicals, Inc.
Diageo North America
GE Charitable Foundation
Pitney Bowes Charity Giving Station

Breakfast Conference 
Partners
Annie E. Casey Foundation and 
  Casey Family Services

Breakfast Conference 
Sponsors
AT&T
City of Bridgeport
Fairfield University
Dick & Marissa Ferguson
Forestone Capital
Mary Jane Foster
William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund
Koskoff, Koskoff and Bieder, P.C.
People’s United Bank
Elizabeth Pfriem
Pullman & Comley
Allyson Stollenwerck
The United Illuminating Company and 
  Southern Connecticut Gas
University of Bridgeport

Breakfast Conference 
Champions
ABCD
Aquarion Water Company
Blum Shapiro
Career Resources
The Council of Churches of Greater 
  Bridgeport, Inc.
FSW Inc. CT
Greater Bridgeport Area Prevention Program
GE
Peter Healy
John Hooper
Main State Ventures, LLC
Cindy and Michael Niedermeier
Optimus Health Care
Recovery Network of Programs
Tanya Rhodes Smith
Southwest Community Health Center
TD Bank
Helen Wasserman

BCAC Partners
Connecticut Association for Human Services
Southwestern AHEC, Inc

State of the Child 
Sponsors
GE
People’s United Bank
Pitney Bowes Foundation
The United Illuminating Company and   
  Southern Connecticut Gas

Gifts Made in Honor
In honor of Mary Pat Healy
     Jan and Mark Birney and Michael Gordon
In honor of Alex Holway
     Steven and Rachel Behrends
In honor of Janice Park
     Lynn and Owen Renfroe
In honor of Allyson Stollenwerck
     Michael Gordon
In honor of Florence and Bill Vermeulen
      Jean and Vinny Martire and Kathleen  
      and Brian Soderholm
In honor of Dr. Dennis Williams
      Fran Glucroft

Gifts Made in Memory
In memory of RoseMarie Frusciante
     Dr. Angela Frusciante and 
     William Graustein
In memory of Dr. Jane Mack
     Mildred and Alan Andrews
     Norman Andrews
     Margaret M. Brokaw
     Agnes P. Craig
     Barbara and Mark Edinberg
     Rabbi Mosha and Roslyn Epstein
     Steven Hansen
     Susan and Peter Harvey
     Thomas Harvey
     Mary Ellen and William Hass
     Margaret Hiller
     Pam Hoffman, MD
     Anne Marie and Melvyn Horowitz
     Deborah and John Hughes
     Kyle Family Trust
     Ann Martin
     N&S Electric, Inc.
     Elise and David Neeland
     Sheila and Thomas Ogden
     Beth Ageloff Posner
     Jon L. Ringel
     Gregory Salmini
     Virginia Smith
     Nancy Tomlinsini
     Thomas Tucker
     Mary S. von Euler
     Nancy and Peter von Euler
     Phyllis Ward
     Linda and Robert Wilson
     Jim Ziolkowski
In memory of Dr. Gwen Tolliver-Luster
     Rev. Donald C. Luster

Legacy Donors
We are grateful to these thoughtful 
individuals who have provided for 
BCAC in their estate plans. 

Barbara N. Findlay
Jack Hickey-Williams
Janice Park

If you would like to know how to 
include BCAC in your estate plans, 
contact Mary Pat Healy 
at mphealy@bcacct.org or 
at 203-549-0075 x11.

We apologize if we have inadvertently 
omitted your name or organization. 
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Stanley Bernard
Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt
Diane L. Brassell
Marta Calderón
Gina Dunston-Boone, MD
Mary E. Eady
Robert Francis
Linda Goldenberg
Michael Gordon
Marcy Hardt
William J. Hass, PhD
Frances E. Haynes
Margaret Hiller
Karen King 
Brian J. Langdon

Board of Directors
Frances Newby 
Chairwoman

Jane F. Norgren 
Vice Chair and Secretary

Peter H. Roberge
Treasurer

Edith B. Cassidy
Immediate Past Chair

Rev. Donald Luster
Salvatore J. Mollica
Cynthia Moore
Nadine Nevins
Janice Park
Margie Powell 
Gina LeVon Simpson
Linda S. Smith, MS
Tanya Rhodes Smith
Allyson Stollenwerck
Preston C. Tisdale, Esq.
Elizabeth Torres
Helen B. Wasserman
Scott K. Wilderman
Katherine S. Yacavone

Our Mission 
Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition, BCAC, is 
a coalition of organizations, parents and other 
concerned individuals committed to improving 
the well-being of Bridgeport’s children through 
research, advocacy, community education, and 
mobilization.  

BCAC Budget 2010-2011

2470 Fairfield Avenue
Bridgeport, CT 06605

Phone: 203-549-0075
Fax: 203-549-0203

www.bcacct.org

Copies of all BCAC reports 
and publications are avail-

able on its website, 
www.bcacct.org.

Staff
Mary Pat Healy
Executive Director

Barbara Edinberg
Director of Research

Brent Di Giorgio
Director of Strategic 
Communications

Ilana Ofgang, Esq.
Public Policy Analyst

Lazaro Corro Benites
Health Care Community 
Organizer 

Mory Hernandez
Outreach Associate

Nicole Bass
Administrative Assistant

Partnerships with Nonprofits 2%

Interest & Investments 3%

Organizational 
Memberships 3%

Office Space & 
Technology 5%

Overhead 10%

Annual 
Breakfast 6%

Printing &
 Copying 2%

Meetings, Office & 
Program Supplies 1%

Transportation, 
Communications & Postage 3%

INCOME EXPENSES

Annual 
Breakfast 5%

Staff, Benefits 
& Consultants

72%Grants 67%

Contributions
13%

Corporate 
Underwriting 7%

Other Fundraising Activity 1%




