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Research.  educate.    Advocate.    Mobilize.    



“The challenges facing 

the school district can and 

should be an opportunity 

to ensure that all children 

receive a high-quality 

education, are able to 

reach their full potential, 

and can be competitive in 

the global economy. The 

status quo is no longer 

acceptable. Our children 

must come first.” 
    

    - BCAC’s Bridgeport  

  Children’s Bill of Rights 

 for Education

eARlY CARe

BRIDgepoRt ChIlD ADvoCACY CoAlItIon

Our Mission: Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition (BCAC) 
is a coalition of organizations, parents, and other concerned 
individuals committed to improving the well-being of 
Bridgeport’s children through research, advocacy, 
community education, and mobilization.

In 2012, BCAC continued to honor our commitment to improving the lives of 
Bridgeport’s children. Our city’s children face an uncertain future as they contend 
with hunger, poor health, struggles in school, and potential homelessness. Yet, 
today we are at a crossroads. Never before have we been as close to securing 
affordable health care coverage for families. Bridgeport’s schools have always 
been on the radar screen but never before have they received the level of attention 
and resources that they have in this past year. We are on the cusp of real systemic 
change that will improve the lives of thousands of children.  

Thank you to all of our partners and supporters for helping BCAC shine a light on 
the challenges facing our children today. Together, we will continue to push for 
those improvements in education, health care, and the social safety net that will 
give them the greatest opportunities to thrive.

5,000 people read BCAC’s two reports 

825 parents took BCAC surveys

1,000 people attended BCAC events

300 people attended BCAC presentations 

30 references to BCAC appeared in regional media outlets 

15 BCAC Task Force and member organization meetings 
were organized, involving over 200 people 

100’s of phone calls and emails were placed to 
generate support for the issues

BCAC by the numbers  
July 2011 – June 2012



Each year, BCAC produces reports around critical 
issues for children. These reports provide objec-
tive data and information to our community, identify 
best practices, and propose recommendations to 
address the problems our children face. BCAC’s 
comprehensive reports are widely distributed and 
often used as models for similar research by other 
organizations, not only in Connecticut but across  
the country.

Our recent research: 

• “The ABCs of Teacher Evaluations: Best Practices to Improve Teaching and 
 Learning,” which explores the major models used for teacher evaluation nationwide 
 and proposes a plan of action for Bridgeport. 

• “The State of the Child in Bridgeport” 2011 report, which shows that 30 percent 
 of children in Bridgeport live in poverty, putting them at greater risk for disease, poor 
 nutrition, poor school performance, violence, abuse, and potential homelessness. 

• Our fourth annual recession survey conducted in partnership with Career Resources, 
which surveyed over 825 people and found that the economic downturn is still severely 
impacting people’s ability to secure health care, employment, housing, and basic family 
needs.

2012 AnnuAl RepoRt

Accessing health 
Care: huSKY
While BCAC pushed for 

a future with affordable, 

comprehensive health care 

coverage this year, we 

also continued to address 

immediate concerns by 

helping eligible children 

and their parents apply for 

HUSKY, the state’s health 

care insurance program for 

low-income children and 

their parents.  

In 2011-2012, we:

• Helped 321 children and 

106 parents with the 

HUSKY application pro-

cess and assisted another 

120 adults to determine 

if they were eligible for 

other state assistance 

programs, such as SNAP 

(formerly known as the 

Food Stamp program), 

cash welfare, and Care 4 

Kids (child care subsidy).

• Organized four HUSKY 

Outreach Collaborative 

meetings to identify 

 and address barriers 

 to enrollment.

• Fielded over 620 HUSKY-

related phone calls.

• Made 16 HUSKY presen-

tations, reaching nearly 

120 parents.

BCAC by the numbers  
July 2011 – June 2012

Advocacy is at the heart of BCAC’s mission. We 
believe there is a burning need for people to have 
the tools to advocate effectively for the causes that 
are important to them. As a coalition of organiza-
tions, parents, and other concerned individuals, we 
encourage people in a variety of roles to step out, 
make their own powerful voices heard, and effect 
positive change.

Our recent advocacy work:

• Developed the “Bridgeport Children’s Bill of Rights for Education” calling for 
 transparency, fiscal responsibility, and accountability among ten central tenets. 
 The bill drew wide support—it was endorsed by the Connecticut Post and was signed 
 by Bridgeport’s Mayor Bill Finch and Interim Superintendent Paul Vallas along with over   
 100 organizations, parents, students, civic leaders, and community members.

• Testified at numerous local and state public hearings and meetings on such issues 
 as health care coverage, the education achievement gap, state education funding, and 
 the Bridgeport City Charter Revision Commission recommendations on school 
 governance. 

• Held our 12th annual Children’s Issues Forum in December to discuss education, 
 health care, and safety net services. Four legislators and over 75 parents and community 
 members from Bridgeport and the surrounding communities took part in the event.

• In partnership with the Bridgeport Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI), launched   
 the Civic Engagement 101 workshop to empower parents with the knowledge and skills  
 to engage at the local, state, and even national levels and effectively advocate for the 
 issues that are important to their families.

Advocate.

Research.



At BCAC, we work with parents, community members, 
public sector officials, legislators, and organizations—
harnessing the power of people to move systems 
forward and create lasting change that will improve 
the lives of Bridgeport’s children and their families.

Our recent mobilizing efforts:

• Worked with community partners to organize   
 four community forums on education, including   
 one on state education reform with State Education  
 Commissioner Stefan Pryor and Bridgeport Interim   
 Superintendent Paul Vallas.
  

• Signed up nearly 100 individuals and small business owners for healthcare4every1, 
 the statewide campaign to build support for health care reform.

• Mobilized over 50 pastors and faith leaders, community leaders, and other 
 stakeholders from Bridgeport, Norwalk, and Stamford to attend meetings with 
 legislators in the district and at the state Capitol and participate in visibility events for   
 state and federal health care reform.   

• Organized four key meetings between legislators and their constituents so that   
 voters could raise their concerns about the importance of obtaining affordable health   
 care for their families.  

Services lead to 
Stability for 
Bridgeport Mother

Mrs. Lewis is a single 

mother of two children, 

ages 6 and 10, who hadn’t 

had health insurance for 

two years. As a result, 

her children hadn’t seen 

a doctor or dentist dur-

ing that time because they 

couldn’t afford the out-of-

pocket costs. She worried 

constantly that they would 

get sick and she wouldn’t 

be able to afford the care 

they’d need.  

Then, Mrs. Lewis’s friend 

referred her to BCAC. With 

our help, she applied for 

state aid and, to her sur-

prise, qualified not only for 

HUSKY health insurance, 

but also for cash welfare, 

SNAP, and Care 4 Kids. 

When she found out, Mrs. 

Lewis was so happy and 

relieved, tears ran down her 

face. Today, she and her 

family are closer to achiev-

ing a state of economic sta-

bility in which her children 

can thrive. 

Knowledge is power. As such, BCAC works to educate 
parents, legislators, the media, and other members of our 
community on the issues that most impact children’s well-
being. Through our education efforts, we shine a light on 
the challenges facing our children every day and bring the 
critical issues to the forefront.

Our recent education efforts:

• Delivered 16 presentations to nearly 120 parents        
   about HUSKY, the state’s health care insurance 
   program for low-income residents.

• Designed and led a tour to highlight health disparities in our region. The tour of 
 Bridgeport revealed day-to-day struggles that the city’s children and families face 
 to BCAC supporters from Westport, Weston, and Fairfield. In doing so, BCAC has 
 prepared a presentation that we would be happy to share with your organization. If 
 your organization is interested, please contact Mary Pat Healy at 203-549-0075 x11.

• Developed and distributed nine education fact sheets on the state takeover of the   
 Bridgeport Board of Education, the Governor’s Education Reform Bill, and the Charter   
 Revision Commission and their proposed recommendations on school governance.

• Cosigned with our partners two op-ed pieces that ran in the Connecticut Post 
 that addressed decisions at the state and local level impacting Bridgeport’s schools. 

BRIDgepoRt ChIlD ADvoCACY CoAlItIon

educate.

Mobilize.



BCAC Members Above 
and Beyond 
Gifts of $1,000 or more

Bridgeport Hospital
Greenfield Hill Congregational Church

BCAC Member 
organizations
We thank our Members who 
make the Coalition possible 

A Child’s World, Inc.
ABCD, Inc.
All Our Kin
American Association of University Women
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
Big Brothers Big Sisters of SWCT
Boys & Girls Village, Inc.
Bridgeport Board of Education Parent Center
Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust
Bridgeport Parent Advisory Council
Bridgeport Public Education Fund
Burroughs Community Center
Cardinal Shehan Center
Career Resources, Inc.
Caroline House
Casey Family Services
Catholic Charities of Fairfield County, Inc.
Central Connecticut Coast YMCA
Child & Family Guidance Center
Christ and Holy Trinity Church
Congregation Beth El
Congregation B’nai Israel
Congregation Rodeph Sholom
Connecticut Legal Services, Inc.
The Connection, Inc.
The Council of Churches of 
  Greater Bridgeport, Inc.
The Discovery Museum
Fairfield Grace United Methodist Church
Fairfield University College of Arts & Sciences
Fairfield University School of Nursing
Friends of New Beginnings Family Academy
FSW, Inc. CT
Golden Hill United Methodist Church
Greater Bridgeport Area Prevention Program
Hall Neighborhood House, Inc.
International Institute of Connecticut, Inc.
Jewish Center for Community Services
The Kennedy Center
McGivney Community Center
Mercy Learning Center
Messiah Baptist Church
Mount Aery Baptist Church
Nichols United Methodist Church
Nichols United Methodist Women
Operation Hope of Fairfield, Inc.
Optimus Health Care
Russell Temple CME Church
RYASAP
Sacred Heart University
School Volunteer Association of Bridgeport
Southwest Community Health Center

Southwestern AHEC, Inc.
St. Mark’s Day Care Center
St. Vincent’s Medical Center
St. Vincent’s Special Needs Center
Summerfield United Methodist Church
Trinity Episcopal Church
Unitarian Church in Westport
Unitarian Universalist Church of Greater    
  Bridgeport
United Congregational Church of Bridgeport
United Way of Coastal Fairfield County
Wakeman Boys & Girls Club

Donors Above 
and Beyond
Gifts of $1,000 or more

Richard Bieder, Esq.
Marcy and Herb Hardt
Mary Pat and Peter Healy
Alejandra Holway and David Behrends
Michael Koskoff, Esq.
Koskoff, Koskoff and Bieder, P.C.
Estate of Ruth Krauss
Honorable Mark Lauretti
Estate of Benjamin B. Lewis
Jane F. Norgren
Tanya and Robert Smith
Jon and Cleo Sonneborn
Helen B. Wasserman

Champions
Gifts of $500 to $999

Wynne and Randy Abrams
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Breen
Bridgeport Education Association
Bridgeport Public Education Fund
Edith Cassidy
Clare and Hayes Clark
Mary Ellen Curran
Barbara and Mark Edinberg
Dorothy and Jon Fox
Greenfield Hill Congregational Church
James L. Russell 

Sponsors
Gifts of $100 to $499

All Our Kin
Alloy Engineering Co.
Cynthia Almonte
Katie and Robert Augustyn
Alan Beasley
Berchem, Moses & Devlin, P.C.
Carol D. Birks
Rev. Peggy S. Block
Ronald Blumenfeld, M.D.
Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt
Aimee Bolash
Maria Brereton
Linda R. Brewster
Bridgeport Council of Administrators &   
  Supervisors

Bridgeport Housing Authority
Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust
Sandra J. Brown
Sandy and Bernie Bruder
Connecticut Association for Human 
  Services, Inc.
Sandra and Daniel Carmichael
Caroline House
Teresa Carroll
Karen Chaplin
Dr. and Mrs. Robert D. Chessin
Christ Church Tashua
City of Bridgeport Lighthouse Program
Julie and Tom Coakley
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W. Cody
Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness
The Connection, Inc.
Colleen Connor and Brian Kellahan
Meghan and Michael Conway
Lilla and Milton Cooper, M.D.
Anna C. Cruz
CT News Project, Inc.
JoAnn Davidson
Dianne Kaplan deVries
Maureen Dewan
Catherine and Bruce Dillingham
Terri Drew
Gina Dunston-Boone, M.D.
Bari S. Dworken
Dworken, Hillman, LaMorte, Sterczala, P.C.
Ruth Edinberg
James C. Ezzes
Forstone Management Associates, LLC
Fairfield University
Mary Jane Foster and Jack McGregor
Luisa Francoeur and Jim Goodrich
Friends of New Beginnings Family Academy
Ganim Financial Services, Inc.
Chief Joseph Gaudett
Nancy S. Gilliland
Claire S. Gold
Golden Hill United Methodist Church
Andrea Goodman and Jeff Ackerman
Deborah Goodman and David Abbey 
Linda and Michael Gordon
Laurie and Jeffrey Gross, M.D.
Genevieve Halloran
Maureen Hanley-Bellitto
Mary Ellen and William Hass
Ed Hendricks
Patricia Hennessy
Paula and Robert Herzlinger, M.D.
Margaret Hiller
Pam Hoffman, M.D.
Eliza Holcomb
Adrienne Farrar Houel
Housatonic Community College
Bruce A. Hubler
Dr. Nancy Humphreys
Gail Janensch
Geraldine W. Johnson
Janelle Kandrach
Caryn S. Kaufman
Henry R. Kelly, Sr.
Kate Kelly
Sheila A. Kempf
Andrea and Irv Kern, Esq.

BCAC gratefully acknowledges and thanks our supporters
Gifts made between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012

Geraldine Klein-Robbenhaar
Larry Kluetsch
Honorable F. Paul Kurmay
Marie and Brian Langdon
Joanne and Carl Leaman
William Lerchen
Elizabeth and Clifford Levine
Susan and Joel Lichtenstein, Esq.
Wendy Lindquist
Priscilla and Dan Long
Michele Macauda
Phyllis C. and John H. Machledt, M.D.
Hamid Malakpur
Honorable Robert Malone
Darryl and Gerald Manning
Edward Marcantonio, Jr.
Chris and George Markley
Phillip McKain
Merit Insurance
Kathy and Paul Miller
MaryBeth and Sal Mollica
Steven Moran
Mount Aery Baptist Church
Sharon and Joseph Nechasek
Neighborhood Studios of Fairfield County
Sandra Z. Neubert
Nadine Nevins
Frances Newby
Kathy O’Brien
Maura O’Malley
Marilyn Ondrasik and Vince Musto
Deborah and Jeffrey Owens
Charlie Pillsbury
Lori and Dan Price
Ralphola Taylor Community Center/YMCA
Lynn and Peter Roberge
Katherine P. Roberts
Stephanie Ross
Patricia Russo
RYASAP
Lyn Salsgiver
Sally and Everett Schenk
Albert Schilling
Jean S. Schoenleber
School Volunteer Association of Bridgeport
Susan and Robert Secondi
Rae Sharp
Sheryl Shaughnessey
Lisa and Mark Shufro
Betty S. Smith
Bonnie and Stephen Smith
St. Mark’s Day Care Center
St. Vincent’s Medical Center
John F. Stafstrom and Dennis C. Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Staunton
Dora and Burton Stuttman
Faith Taylor and Ted Sullivan 
Donna Thompson-Bennett
Elizabeth Torres
John Torres
Mary and Bob Trefry
United Way of Coastal Fairfield County
Robert Urban
Cristin McCarthy Vahey
Nancy and Peter von Euler
Wakeman Boys & Girls Club
Christine Wasyliko and Christopher Hunter
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Webster Bank
Marion and Joe Wertheim
Frankie and David White
Jessica Wolf
Margaret Young and Peter Hurst Jr. 
Two Anonymous Donors

Mentors
Gifts of $50 to $99

Eileen and Richard Anderson
Audrey and Larry Bernstein, M.D.
Martha S. Brooks
Renee Clift
Nancy and William Cohen
Brent Di Giorgio
Brad R. Durrell
Linda and William Evasick
George Ferrera
Robert Ford
Madeline G. Fox
Gloria Francesconi
Honorable and Mrs. Fred Freedman
Judy Frey
Diane Fried
Margarita Garces-Shapiro
Mildred Garrell
Linda Goldenberg
Greater Bridgeport Medical Association
Richard C. Harper
Patrick Healy
Edna and John Henchy
Jackie Heneage
Linda Hudson
Deborah and John Hughes
Kathleen Hunter
Mary Anne Judge
Ellen and Gerry Kuroghlian
Gabrielle and Arne Levinson, M.D.
Suzanne MacAvoy
Linda Malkin
Dr. and Mrs. David McGee
Carla Miklos
Ilana Ofgang
Ruth Perles
Dorine and Paul Philben
Kathy and David Plaskon
Nora and Calvin Price
Pullman & Comley
Jenny and Tim Robson
Elizabeth Schmitt
Rita and Richard Seclow
Mitchell & Sheahan, P.C.
Laura Lee and John Simon
Linda Smith
Virginia Smith
Donna Spigarolo
Alice E. Stokes
Sheila and Shawn Sullivan
Susan and Robert Sussman
Joyce Undella
Christine and Tom Wetzel
Scott Wilderman
Hinda and Martin Wolf, Esq.
Katherine and John Yacavone
One Anonymous Donor 

Friends
Gifts of up to $49

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Barton
Beatrice Bernstein
Loretta Blauner
Dorothy Blaustein
Barbara and Arthur Bleemer
Robert H. Bloom
Barbara Bresler
Frances and Ivan Capella
Marybeth and Andrew Claflin
Diane Santilli Coleman
Honorable Barbara Coppeto
Addie and Gene Coppola
Danielle Corea
Mr. and Mrs. William Curran
Mary Ann and Tom Fichera
Lilia Figueroa
Noel Furie
Joyce and Dermot Gallagher
David M. Grant Caterers
Lisa Guerrieri
Dorothy A. Guman
Marianne and John Healy, Jr.
Lynne Hodgson
Doris and Frank Jacoby
Debra and George Jones
Edith and Bennett Katzen
Mary T. Keane
The Lack Family
Anne Larcheveque
Beth Lazar
Ilse Levi
Patricia and Robert Loh
Patricia and David Lorenson
Alice Madwed, M.D.
Patricia and Robert McCorkle
Mohini Monteiro
Cecile and David Newberg, Esq.
Carol and Humphrey Nichols
Sheila and Thomas Ogden
Myrtelene and Jesse Pearson
Suzanne Phillip
Sarah and Ross Raggio
Ellen and William Redgate
Susan Rigano
Ann F. Roach
Christina Rose
Ellen Rosoff
Stan Roth
John Salisbury
John Santa
Abby Schine
Sonya Turitz Schopick
Esteban Francisco Sebourne
Rajnikant and Varsha Shah, M.D.
Kevin Sheehy
Kevin Simmons
Susan C. Simpson
Anita Vogel Sklarsky
Francine Stein
Patricia Tierney
Rosemarie Varese
Mary H. von Conta
Adriana Woldring
Ellen and Austin K. Wolf, Esq.
One Anonymous Donor

Matching gifts
Arch Chemicals, Inc.
GE Charitable Foundation
Pitney Bowes Charity Giving Station

Breakfast partners
Annie E. Casey Foundation and 
  Casey Family Services

Breakfast Benefactors
AT&T
The Connecticut Post/Hearst Media Services
General Electric Company
William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund
Koskoff, Koskoff and Bieder, P.C.
The United Illuminating Company and 
  Southern Connecticut Gas

Breakfast Sponsors
Bridgeport Hospital
Linda and Michael Gordon
People’s United Bank
R.D. Scinto, Inc.
Allyson Stollenwerck
The Workplace, Inc.

Breakfast Champions
ABCD, Inc.
Aquarion Water Company
Burroughs Community Center
Career Resources
Council of Churches of Greater 
  Bridgeport, Inc.
FSW Inc. CT
Greater Bridgeport Area Prevention Program
Jane Norgren
Optimus Health Care
Tanya Rhodes Smith
Southwest Community Health Center

Breakfast Friends
Ganim Financial Services, Inc.
Peter Healy
Bruce A. Hubler
Helen B. Wasserman

BCAC partners
Connecticut Association for Human Services 

State of the Child 
Sponsors
General Electric Company
Elizabeth M. Pfriem
Pitney Bowes Foundation

BCAC gratefully acknowledges and thanks our supporters

Foundations and 
Civic groups
Bromer Kearney Charitable Foundation
Connecticut Health Foundation
Fairfield County Community Foundation
Fairfield County Community Foundation -  
  Donor Designated Funds
Fairfield Rotary
William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund
Percy, Edna and Edward E. Harrison Fund
Jewish Community Foundation
Kendall Family Foundation
Klein Family Foundation
The Kreitler Foundation
New York Community Trust c/o Frederick H.   
  Leonhardt Fund
Lone Pine Foundation
Edward S. Moore Family Foundation, Inc.
Near and Far Aid Association
Perrin Family Foundation
Norma F. Pfriem Foundation
Ruscito Family Foundation
Schrieber Family Foundation
Theodore L. Sullivan and Faith H. Taylor Fund
Sunrise Rotary 21st Century Foundation, Inc.
Tauck Foundation
The Tow Foundation
Universal Health Care Foundation of 
  Connecticut
Westport Rotary Club Foundation

 
“Thanks so much to BCAC 

for your efforts to keep 

folks informed. There are 

many positions and jobs at 

stake, but most important 

is that someone continues 

to focus on what’s best for 

the students and families 

in Bridgeport, and brings 

those voices to the table.” 

- Susan, BCAC coalition 

member

BRIDgepoRt ChIlD ADvoCACY CoAlItIon
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gifts Made in honor
In honor of Marcy Hardt
     Dr. and Mrs. Robert Fazio
In honor of Jane Norgren
     Margery Irish
In honor of William Vermeulen
     Mr. and Mrs. Vinny Martire
In honor of Florence and Bill Vermeulen
     Mr. and Mrs. Brian Soderholm
In honor of Helen Wasserman 
     Ruth Madwed

gifts Made in Memory
In memory of Edna Cumming Healy
     Helen Wasserman
In memory of Dr. Jane Mack
     Mr. and Mrs. Peter von Euler
In memory of George L. Mizner
     Mary von Euler
In memory of Anderson Taylor, Jr.
 Ivy and Nicole Bass
In memory of Dr. Gwen Tolliver-Luster
     Rev. Donald C. Luster
In memory of Senator Margaret Morton
 Mr. and Mrs. David White

   
    

BCAC gratefully acknowledges and thanks our supporters

legacy Donors
We are grateful to these thoughtful 
individuals who have provided for 
BCAC in their estate plans. 

Barbara N. Findlay
Jack Hickey-Williams
Janice Park

If you would like to know how to 
include BCAC in your estate plans, 
contact Mary Pat Healy 
at mphealy@bcacct.org or 
at 203-549-0075 x11.

We apologize if we have inadvertently 
omitted your name or organization. 
   

BCAC Budget July 2011 – June 2012

“It is up to all of us to make sure that progress continues. 

By working together and advocating with our legislators and 

policymakers, we can build on our state’s successes so that 

we will achieve affordable, comprehensive health care cover-

age for all.” 

         - BCAC letter to the editor, Connecticut Post, 2011
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INCOME EXPENSES

Office Space & 
Technology 6%

Annual Breakfast 3%

Transportation, Communications 
& Postage 3%

Grants 72%

Partnerships with Nonprofits 3%

Interests & Investments 3%
Other Fundraising 

Activities 1%

Annual Breakfast 4%

Organizational Memberships 3%

Corporate Underwriting 4%

Contributions 10%

Staff, Benefits 
& Consultants

76%
Meetings, Office & 
Program Supplies 1%

Overhead 8%

Printing & Copying 2%

BCAC gratefully acknowledges and thanks our supporters



Stanley Bernard 
Marta Calderón 
Edith B. Cassidy
Gina Dunston-Boone, M.D. 
Mary E. Eady 
Robert Francis 
Linda Goldenberg
Michael Gordon 
Marcy Hardt 
William J. Hass, Ph.D. 
Frances Haynes 
Margaret Hiller 
Rev. Donald C. Luster 
Salvatore J. Mollica 
Cynthia Moore 

Jane F. Norgren
Chair 

Diane L. Brassell 
Vice Chair and Secretary 

Peter H. Roberge
Treasurer 

Frances Newby 
Immediate Past Chair 

Nadine Nevins 
Jan Park 
Margie Powell 
Gina LeVon Simpson
Linda S. Smith, M.S. 
Tanya Rhodes Smith 
Allyson Stollenwerck 
Preston C. Tisdale, Esq. 
Elizabeth Torres 
Helen B. Wasserman
Scott K. Wilderman 
Katherine S. Yacavone 

2470 Fairfield Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06605

Phone: 203-549-0075   Fax: 203-549-0203   www.bcacct.org

Copies of all BCAC reports and publications are available on its website, www.bcacct.org.

Staff
Mary Pat C. Healy
Executive Director

Barbara Edinberg
Director of Research

Ilana Ofgang, Esq.
Public Policy Analyst

Lazaro Corro Benites
Health Care Organizer 

Mory Hernandez
Outreach Associate

Nicole Bass
Administrative Assistant

Connie Rice Inspires at 27th Annual Breakfast
Jeanne Milstein, Child Advocate, and Hernan Illingworth,  
parent leader, honored

Connie Rice—civil rights attorney, child advocate, and noted author 
of the 2012 book Power Concedes Nothing—was the guest speaker 
at BCAC’s Annual Breakfast in May. She spoke to a crowd of over 
300 (including 15 students from the Bridgeport schools) about how 
Bridgeport serves as a microcosm of her home city of Los Angeles 
as it struggles with violence, education, health, and poverty issues. 
She encouraged all present to transform problems into solutions by 
reaching out to a variety of constituencies and attacking violence at 

all levels. We all need to be involved, Rice said, because, “When you have a malaria epidemic, you can’t 
hand out fly swatters!”

At the Breakfast, BCAC presented Jeanne Milstein with the Jan Park Child Advocacy Award. Milstein 
served as the “public voice” for children in Connecticut over the past 12 years in the Office of the Child 
Advocate. We also honored Hernan Illingworth with the Cesar Batalla Community Service Award for his 
strong leadership with Bridgeport parents and his deep commitment to improving the Bridgeport public 
schools.

Board of Directors 2012   – 2013




