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A Year of Transitions
This year, we wished our steadfast 
Director of Policy and Research, 
Barbara Edinberg, best of luck as 
she began her retirement. Barbara 
dedicated 26 years and immeasur- 
able passion to BCAC and the 
city’s children and families. We  
had the honor of recognizing her 
for her contribution at our Annual 
Breakfast in May with a special 
“Behind the Change” award.  
Last fall, we welcomed Robin  
Lamott Sparks, BCAC’s new 
Senior Director of Policy and 
Research.  Robin quickly became 
an integral member of the team 
and has made vital contributions, 
bringing to the organization an 
impressive background in policy 
and communications—and  
boundless energy!

The BCAC team (from left to right): Mary Pat Healy, Mory Hernandez, Lazaro Corro Benites, Barbara 
Edinberg, Nicole Bass, Robin Lamott Sparks 

Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition, BCAC, is a coalition of organizations, parents,  
and other concerned individuals committed to improving the well-being of Bridgeport’s  
children through research, advocacy, community education, and mobilization.

BCAC works to create systems change that improve outcomes for all Bridgeport youth. Pictured here are members of Bridgeport’s Bassick High 
School dance team. Photo credit: Bassick High School photography students.

Togetherness. This simple word defines so much of what the Bridgeport Child  
Advocacy Coalition accomplished over the last year. Together, we gave voice to the 
pain of violence in our community—and collaborated to inspire change. Together,  
we worked to stay on top of developments in health care and ensure that all parents 
and children have access to quality, affordable care. Together, we sought out the  
facts about how our children are faring in school, and continued to advocate for better 
educational outcomes for all.

Moving forward, Bridgeport needs an independent, grassroots coalition like ours— 
a diverse and motivated coalition of parents and grandparents, community members, 
civic leaders, clergy, doctors, teachers, business leaders, social service providers and 
YOU. Together, we can find lasting solutions that clear a path to a better future for  
our children.
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ADVOCATE
With the data in hand, BCAC helps  
families and others in the community 
push for what children need. For us,  
advocacy starts at home, in schools, 
and in neighborhoods and, from there, 
moves out to the halls of government.  
Change is ignited when people find and 
raise their collective voices.

2012-2013 advocacy highlights:
Held our 13th annual Children’s  
Issues Dialogue, which brought four 
legislators, two city council mem- 
bers, the chief of police, and the  
superintendent of schools together 
with over 80 parents and community  
members to discuss the impact of  
violence on education, health and  
the community as a whole.

Met with state and local lawmakers to 
advocate for quality, affordable health 
care through the new state health care 
marketplace, Access Health CT.

 Helped 162 children and 91 parents  
obtain HUSKY, CT’s health insurance, 
and other state assistance programs 
such as SNAP, Care4Kids, and TANF.

Tracked health care, education, early 
care, job training, and human services 
legislation and submitted testimonies 
to the Education, Human Services, and 
Appropriations committees.

Transforming a Culture  
of Violence
Over the past year and a half, 
BCAC has brought together  
people from across our commu-
nity to talk about the impact of 
violence on education, healthcare 
and the community as a whole.  
The initiative focuses on violence 
as a public health issue and includes 
a series of open meetings to 
examine the causes of violence 
in Bridgeport, research on best 
practices for curbing violence from 
other cities across the country, 
and the development of a city-
wide response model. More than 
120 people have come out to  
join in this grassroots effort—
WHHQV�DQG�SDUHQWV��SROLFH�RIÀFHUV�
and doctors, social workers and 
business owners, mayors and 
clergy members—all with the 
common goal to end violence in 
our community. 

RESEARCH
Research is the foundation for every-
thing BCAC does. We gather data from 
a variety of sources and share it with the 
community so we have a common basis 
for understanding the issues facing  
children and families.

2012-2013 research highlights:
Released the 27th annual State of the 
Child in Bridgeport report, which  
compares the well-being of children  
in Bridgeport to children statewide.

Worked with education leaders to  
update BCAC’s past research into  
education issues, including school  
climate and suspensions, teacher 
turnover and retention, and special 
education.

Conducted the fifth annual survey  
of over 500 jobseekers together  
with Career Resources at their job fair 
in March.

Partnered with area colleges and uni-
versities to conduct research, including 
a project with SCSU public health 
graduate students that compared health 
indicators for Bridgeport children with 
children in surrounding suburbs.

Students participate in a forum on addressing 
violence as a public health issue last winter.

Monica Jackson participates in a BCAC  
workshop that empowers parents to effectively 
advocate for issues important to their families.

Honors and Opportunities
BCAC staff members were 
honored to advocate for children’s 
issues at a number of special 
events this year: 

��Mary Pat Healy, Executive 
Director, received a Community 
Service Award from Action for 
Bridgeport Community Develop-
ment (ABCD).

��Lazaro Corro Benites, Health 
Care Organizer, received a  
Community Service Award  
from the Connecticut Chapter 
of the National Association  
of Hispanic Nurses.

��Mory Hernandez, Health Care 
Community Organizer, was  
invited to speak on a statewide 
panel of community health 
workers hosted by SCSU and the 
Department of Public Health.

��Robin Lamott Sparks, Senior 
Director of Policy and Research, 
was invited to speak on a panel 
hosted by the Connecticut  
Association for Human Services 
called “Honoring Our Commit-
ment: Building a Stronger Future 
for Connecticut’s Children.” 
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MOBILIZE
When our coalition comes together to 
mobilize for children, we really show 
our strength. BCAC gathers a diversity of 
people to share their experiences, show 
their support, and step out on behalf of 
Bridgeport’s children and families.  

2012-2013 mobilization highlights:
 Worked to address violence as a public 
health issue through our Children’s 
Issues Dialogue, two special commu-
nity forums and our Annual Breakfast.  
With these events, BCAC mobilized 
over 480 people to eradicate violence 
and its impact on education, health 
care, and the community as a whole.

 Campaigned for the passage of  
Connecticut’s landmark gun safety  
legislation by urging our network  
members to contact their legislators, 
submit testimony, share information 
on social media, and march on the 
state capitol.

 Helped 37,500 Connecticut families 
keep their HUSKY-A state health cover-
age by participating in a rally to bring 
the message directly to lawmakers and 
mobilizing network members to lobby 
their Representatives.

BCAC’s 28th Annual 
Breakfast Gathers  
and Inspires
BCAC welcomed an exciting  
array of over 300 guests to its  
28th Annual Breakfast in May.  
The morning was characterized  
by both great energy and great 
XUJHQF\���:H�KRQRUHG�ÀYH�VSHFLDO�
people who have worked long  
and hard to promote the well- 
being of the city’s children and 
heard from leading public health 
scholar and violence prevention  
expert, Dr. Deborah Prothrow-Stith.

“And if we really want to do some- 
thing about violence in America, 
it’s our opportunity to cut across 
those things that divide us,  
understand that our risk to vio-
lence is one that is preventable, 
that we can do something about  
it. It’s a big challenge, but we’re  
up to it. We are really up to it.” 
Dr. Deborah Prothrow-Stith, 
speaking at BCAC’s 28th Annual 
Breakfast

2013 BCAC Breakfast 
honorees
Cesar Batalla Community Service 
Award – Linda Goldenberg and 
Raymond Torres of Casey Family 
Services

Jan Park Advocacy Award –  
Nancy Lefkowitz and  
Meg Staunton, co-founders of 
March for Change

Behind the Change Award –  
Barbara Edinberg, formerly of 
BCAC

From left to right: Raymond 
Torres, Ron Pinciaro, Barbara 
Edinberg, Jane Norgren, Nancy 
Lefkowitz, Meg Staunton,  
Linda Goldenberg, Lisa LaBella, 
Mary Pat Healy.

EDUCATE
When it comes to the systems and 
policies that affect children and families, 
things are always changing. Our coali-
tion works to make sure everyone in  
the community has the information  
they need to give children a healthy, 
happy start. 

2012-2013 education highlights:
 Helped parents navigate special educa-
tion services in Bridgeport by hosting 
parent focus groups, organizing two 
educational workshops with the Center 
for Children’s Advocacy, and producing  
a new “Parent’s Guide to Special  
Education Services in Bridgeport.”

 Educated families around the changing 
health care landscape, making 12  
presentations about HUSKY, CT’s state 
health insurance, distributing fact 
sheets and making eight presentations 
on state and federal health reform, and 
organizing a regional meeting on state 
health care reform efforts with 50  
participants from Stamford, Norwalk 
and Bridgeport.

 Informed members of the Greater 
Bridgeport community about the  
region’s economic disparities by  
making presentations to civic organiza-
tions, speaking out through local print, 
broadcast and online media outlets, 
and conducting “disparity tours”  
in partnership with the Community  
Services Division of the Bridgeport 
Police Department.

A Bridgeport delegation, including many BCAC members, arrives at the March for Change in Hartford 
on February 14th. 
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BCAC gratefully acknowledges and thanks our supporters! 
Gifts made between July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013

BCAC Members Above  
and Beyond 
Gifts of $1,000 or more
Greenfield Hill Congregational 
Church

BCAC Member  
Organizations
We thank our Members, who 
make the Coalition possible!
A Child’s World, Inc.
ABCD, Inc.
All Our Kin
American Association of  
University Women
Big Brothers Big Sisters of SWCT
Boys & Girls Village, Inc.
Bridgeport Hospital
Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust
Bridgeport Parent Advisory 
Council
Bridgeport Public Education Fund
Burroughs Community Center
Cardinal Shehan Center
Career Resources, Inc.
Caroline House
Catholic Charities of Fairfield 
County, Inc.
The Child & Family Guidance 
Center
Christ and Holy Trinity Church
Congregation B’nai Israel
Congregation Rodeph Sholom
Connecticut Legal Services, Inc.
The Council of Churches of 
Greater Bridgeport, Inc.
The Discovery Museum
Fairfield Grace United  
Methodist Church
Fairfield University School of 
Nursing
Friends of New Beginnings  
Family Academy
FSW, Inc. CT
Golden Hill United Methodist 
Church
Greater Bridgeport Area  
Prevention Program
Hall Neighborhood House, Inc.
International Institute of  
Connecticut, Inc.
The Kennedy Center
McGivney Community Center
Mercy Learning Center
Mount Aery Baptist Church
Nichols United Methodist 
Women
Optimus Health Care
RYASAP
School Volunteer Association of 
Bridgeport

Southwest Community Health 
Center
Southwestern AHEC, Inc.
St. Mark’s Day Care Center
St. Vincent’s Medical Center
St. Vincent’s Special Needs Center
Summerfield United Methodist 
Church
Trinity Episcopal Church
Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Greater Bridgeport
United Way of Coastal Fairfield 
County
Wakeman Boys & Girls Club- 
Smilow Burroughs Clubhouse 

Donors Above and  
Beyond                                           
Gifts of $1,000 or more
Richard Bieder, Esq.
Mary Pat and Peter Healy
Alejandra Holway and  
David Behrends
Michael Koskoff, Esq.
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, P.C.
Estate of Ruth Krauss
Estate of Benjamin B. Lewis
Jane F. Norgren
Elizabeth M. Pfriem
Tanya and Robert Smith
Jon and Cleo Sonneborn
Helen B. Wasserman

Champions                                         
Gifts of $500 to $999
Wynne and Randy Abrams
Bridgeport Education Association
Edith Cassidy
Clare and Hayes Clark
Mary Ellen Curran
Barbara and Bob Fazio
Marcy and Herb Hardt
Hon. Robert Malone
Deborah and Jeffrey Owens
Betty S. Smith

Sponsors                                       
Gifts of $100 to $499
Alloy Engineering Co.
Cynthia Almonte
Eileen and Richard Anderson
Nilda Aponte
Susie and Frank Basler
Rev. Peggy S. Block
Ronald Blumenfeld, MD 
Warren Blunt
Barbara Bresler
Linda R. Brewster
Bridgeport Council of  
Administrators & Supervisors 
Local 46

Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust
Sandra J. Brown
Karen Brown
Sandy and Bernie Bruder
Denise Buffa
Caroline House
Mr. and Mrs. John Cervone
Dr. and Mrs. Robert D. Chessin
The Children’s Law Center of 
Connecticut
City of Bridgeport Lighthouse 
Program
Marybeth and Andrew Claflin
Julie and Tom Coakley
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W. Cody
The Connection, Inc.
Colleen H. Connor and  
Brian P. Kellahan
Meghan and Michael Conway
Lilla and Milton Cooper, MD
Danielle Corea
The Council of Churches of 
Greater Bridgeport, Inc.
JoAnn Davidson
Helen and Arne de Keijzer
Dianne Kaplan deVries
Maureen Dewan
Agnes Dubow
Gina Dunston-Boone, MD
Evans & Healy
Barbara and Mark Edinberg
Fairfield County Community 
Foundation
Mary Jane Foster and  
Jack McGregor
Robert Francis
Luisa Francoeur and Jim Goodrich
Nancy and  
Richard Freedman, MD
Judy Frey
Sabra Gallo
Ganim Financial Services, Inc.
Chief Joseph Gaudet
Amy Gerte
Lynn and Thomas Goldberg
Golden Hill United Methodist 
Church
Deborah Goodman and  
David Abbey 
Rev. Judith Greene
Laurie and Jeffrey Gross, MD
Mary Ellen and William Hass
Edna and John Henchy
Paula and Robert Herzlinger, MD
Margaret Hiller
Fiona Hodgson
Pam Hoffman, MD
Housatonic Community College
Dr. Nancy Humphreys
Joan Huwiler

Wendy and Donald Hyman
Margery Irish
Gail Janensch
Loretta Jay
Geraldine W. Johnson
Peggy and Harold Kamins
Caryn S. Kaufman
Debra Keel
Henry R. Kelly, Sr.
Kate Kelly
Andrea and Irv Kern, Esq.
Geraldine Klein-Robbenhaar
Larry Kluetsch
Kuchma Corporation
Ellen and Gerry Kuroghlian
Marie and Brian Langdon
Nancy Lefkowitz and  
Noah Hendler
Susan and  
Joel Lichtenstein, Esq.
Linda Liefland and  
Jonathan Orleans
Wendy and Brian Lindquist
Rev. Donald C. Luster
Michele Macauda
The McCalleys
Merit Insurance, Inc.
Kathy and Paul Miller
MaryBeth and Sal Mollica
Arlene Murphy
James Nardozzi
Sharon and Joseph Nechasek
Sandra Z. Neubert
Frances Newby
Marthanne Norgren
Marilyn Ondrasik and  
Vince Musto 
Janice Park
Kathleen Pierce and David Blagys 
Patricia and David Pitchenik
Rabbi James Prosnit
Pamela Ritter
Lynn and Peter Roberge
Katherine P. Roberts
Lisbeth and George Ruderman
James L. Russell
Sally and Everett Schenk
Albert Schilling
Victoria Schilling
Jean S. Schoenleber
Susan and Robert Secondi
Virginia Smith
Bonnie and Stephen Smith
Susan Snyder
Kathleen and Brian Soderholm
Judith Solomon, Esq.
St. Mark’s Day Care Center
St. Vincent’s Medical Center



Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Staunton
Jeff and Allyson Stollenwerck, Esq.
Dora and Burton Stuttman
Michael Suntag
Thomas J. Sweeney
Faith Taylor and Ted Sullivan 
Donna Thompson-Bennett
Preston Tisdale
Elizabeth Torres
John Torres
Ellen Tower
Town of Stratford, Community 
Services
United Way of Coastal  
Fairfield County
Robert Urban
Cristin McCarthy Vahey
Paul G. Vallas
David Vita
Nancy and Peter von Euler
Wakeman Boys & Girls Club/  
Smilow Burroughs Clubhouse
Christine Wasyliko and  
Christopher Huntley
Anne Watkins and  
David Berkowitz
Webster Bank
Marion and Joe Wertheim
Frankie and David White
Jessica Wolf

Mentors                                                   
Gifts of $50 to $99
Carole B. Adzima
All Our Kin
Julie Alleyne
Ivy and Nicole Bass
Audrey and Larry Bernstein, MD
Jan and Mark Birney
Dorothy Blaustein
Isobel Broadhurst
Teri Brown
Marijane Carey
Nicole and Stephen Cassidy
Connie Catrone
Nancy and Bill Cohen
Brad R. Durrell
Carole J. Fanslow
Madeline G. Fox
Honorable and  
Mrs. Fred Freedman
Claire S. Gold
Andrea Goodman and  
Jeff Ackerman
Greater Bridgeport Medical 
Association
Anne Gribbon
Richard C. Harper
Patrick Healy
Adrienne Farrar-Houel

Deborah and John Hughes
Lynne Ide
Sharon Langer
Honorable Mark Lauretti
Joanne and Carl Leaman
George and Chris Markley
Jane McNichol
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Ogden
Maria Pereira
Dorine and Paul Philben
Kathleen and David Plaskon
Nora and Calvin Price
Pullman & Comley, LLC
Linda and John Roberto
Jenny and Tim Robson
Joan Rosenbaum
Elizabeth Schmitt
Linda Smith
Ludwig and Christina Spinelli
Alice E. Stokes
Susan and Robert Sussman
Mary S. von Euler
Daniel Wasserman
Hinda and Martin Wolf, Esq.
Anonymous

Friends                                         
Gifts of up to $49
Pearlye Sams Allen
Kelly and Brooks Barrett
Loretta Blauner
Youssef Boutros
Diane Brassell
Marta Calderon
Frances and Ivan Capella
Diane Santilli Coleman
Honorable Barbara Coppeto
Sister Mercita Curley
Mr. and Mrs. Carmen D’Amico
Nancy DiNardo
Bari S. Dworken
Ruth Edinberg
Paul Farina
George Ferrera
Rudy Feudo
Mary Ann and Tom Fichera
Lilia Figueroa
Kimberly Ford
Kristina Foye
Gloria Francesconi
Frances Freer
Lisa Guerrieri
Marianne and John Healy, Jr.
Lynne Hodgson
Sonya Huber
Linda Hudson
Kathleen Hunter
Doris and Frank Jacoby

Mary Anne Judge
Irena Kandybowicz
Edith and Bennett Katzen
David Kennedy
Barbara and Jeffrey Kiernan
Darlene and Michael Knight
The Lack Family
Ann Langley
Anne Larcheveque
Beth Lazar
Ilse Levi
Patricia and David Lorenson
Suzanne MacAvoy
Alice Madwed, MD
Dr. June Malone
Andrew Martinez
Jean and Vinny Martire
Edward and Barbara Mason
June McClendon
Patricia and Robert McCorkle
Janet Carroll Memoli
Kathy Misset
Marilyn Moore
Alice B. Nealon
Nadine Nevins
Carol and Humphrey Nichols
Laurie Noe
Carol Nunley
Ilana Ofgang
Maura O’Malley
Frances Padilla
Margie Powell
Deborah R. Rath, Esq.
Susan Rigano
Rotair Industries
John Salisbury
Lyn Salsgiver
Abby Schine
Susan Schnitzer
Esteban Francisco Sebourne
Rajnikant and Varsha Shah, MD
Poonam Sharma
Kevin Sheehy
Gina L. Simpson
Susan C. Simpson
Susan Smith
Southwestern AHEC, Inc.
Francine Stein
Mary H. von Conta
Jane Wakeman
Scott Wilderman
Barbara Yasinski

Foundations and                                           
Civic Groups
Bromer Kearney Charitable 
Foundation
Connecticut Health  
Foundation

Fairfield County Community 
Foundation
Fairfield County Community 
Foundation – Donor  
Designated Funds
William Caspar Graustein  
Memorial Fund
Percy, Edna and  
Edward E. Harrison Fund
Jewish Community Foundation
Klein Family Foundation
The Kreitler Foundation
New York Community Trust c/o 
Frederick H. Leonhardt Fund
Lone Pine Foundation
Edward S. Moore Family  
Foundation, Inc.
Near and Far Aid Association
Norma F. Pfriem Foundation
Ruscito Family Foundation
Schreiber Family Foundation
Theodore L. Sullivan and  
Faith H. Taylor Fund
Sunrise Rotary 21st Century 
Foundation, Inc.
The Tow Foundation
United Way of Coastal  
Fairfield County 
Universal Health Care  
Foundation of Connecticut

Matching Gifts
Aon Foundation
GE Charitable Foundation
Pitney Bowes Charity Giving 
Station

Breakfast Partners
Annie E. Casey Foundation/ 
Casey Family Services

Breakfast Benefactors
The Connecticut Post/Hearst 
Media Services
General Electric Company
William Caspar Graustein  
Memorial Fund
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, P.C.
People’s United Bank
The Ernest & Joan Trefz  
Foundation
The United Illuminating  
Company and Southern  
Connecticut Gas

Breakfast Sponsors
AT&T
Linda and Michael Gordon
Elizabeth Pfriem
R.D. Scinto, Inc.
Allyson Stollenwerck
The Workplace, Inc.
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Breakfast Champions
ABCD, Inc.
Bridgeport Public Education Fund
Burroughs Community Center
Career Resources, Inc.
City of Bridgeport
TheConnectedCitizen.org
FSW, Inc. CT
Jane F. Norgren
Optimus Healthcare
RYASAP
Southwest Community Health 
Center

Breakfast Friends
Aquarion, Inc.
Dworken, Hillman, LaMorte & 
Sterczala, P.C.
Fairfield University
Peter Healy
Linda McMahon
Peter H. Roberge
Helen B. Wasserman

State of the Child  
Sponsors
General Electric Company
People’s United Bank
Elizabeth M. Pfriem
Norma F. Pfriem Foundation
Pitney Bowes Foundation

Gifts Made in Honor
In Honor of Myla Campos
Maria Pereira

In Honor of Barbara Edinberg
Pearlye Sams Allen
Eileen Anderson
Audrey Bernstein
Barbara Bresler
Linda Brewster
Karen Brown

Marijane Carey
Edith Cassidy
Gina Dunston-Boone
Bari Dworken
George Ferrera
Tom Fichera
Kristina Foye
Robert Francis
Marty Gilbert 
Anne Gribbon
William Hass
Mary Pat Healy
Paula and  
Robert Herzlinger, MD
Margaret Hiller
Lynne Hodgson
Pam Hoffman, MD
Alejandra Holway and  
David Behrends
Adrienne Farrar-Houel
Emily Tow Jackson
Andrea and Irv Kern
Knight Rolleri and Sheppard 
CPAS, LLP
Marie and Brian Langdon
Sharon Langer
Chris and George Markley
Sharon and Joseph Nechasek
Laurie Noe
Marilyn Ondrasik and  
Vince Musto
Frances Padilla
Victoria Schilling
Abby Schine
Varsha and Rajnikant Shah
Judith Solomon
Cleo and Jon Sonneborn
Donna Thompson-Bennett
Cristin McCarthy Vahey
Nancy and Peter von Euler
Helen Wasserman

In Honor of  
Jack Hickey-Williams
Linda Roberto

In Honor of Nancy Lefkowitz
Noah Hendler

In Honor of Nancy Lefkowitz 
and Meg Staunton
Sue McCalley

In Honor of Phyllis Porter
Mary Pat and Peter Healy

In Honor of Florence and  
Bill Vermeulen
Patricia and John Cervone
Amy Gerte
Jean and Vinny Martire
Kathleen and Brian Soderholm

In Honor of Helen Wasserman
Dan Wasserman

Gifts Made in Memory
In Memory of Josephine Biazzo, 
Elizabeth Birney, Eleanor Curran 
and Edna Healy
Jan Birney

In Memory of Dr. Murray 
Blaustein
Dorothy Blaustein

In Memory of Henry B. Elkind Jr.
Dorothy Blaustein

In Memory of Joanne Mizner
Mary von Euler

In Memory of the Sandy Hook 
Children
Cindy Almonte

Legacy Donors
Barbara Findlay
Jack Hickey-Williams
Janice Park

BCAC Budget July 2012—June 2013

Remembering  
Janice Park
In May, BCAC said goodbye to 
one of our visionary founders, 
Janice Park, who passed away  
at the age of 89. Jan helped esta- 
blish BCAC in 1985 and served  
as its chair for over a decade.   
At that time, she was already  
in the twilight of a career wholly 
dedicated to the children of 
Bridgeport. With her strong voice 
for children and ability to bring 
people together, Jan set in motion 
a model that has mobilized thou-
sands of people to advocate for 
Bridgeport children and families  
in the decades since.

Jan Park, pictured here with 
Barbara Edinberg (rear left) and 
BCAC Board member Helen  
Wasserman (rear right).

Expenses Income 

Annual Breakfast 3%

Staff, Benefits and Consultants 76%

Office Space and Technology 7%
Printing and Copying 1%

Overhead 9%

Transportation, Communications and Postage 3%
Meetings, Office and Program Supplies 1%

Annual Breakfast 3%

Corporate Underwriting 7%
Organizational Memberships 3%

Contributions 11%

Interest and Investments 7%

Grants 68%



2470 Fairfield Avenue  
Bridgeport, CT 06605 

Board of Directors  
2013–2014 
Jane F. Norgren, Chair
Diane L. Brassell,  
Vice Chair and Secretary
Peter H. Roberge, Treasurer
Frances Newby,  
Immediate Past Chair
Stanley Bernard
Marta Calderón
Edith Cassidy
Gina Dunston-Boone, MD
Robert Francis 
Linda Goldenberg
Michael Gordon
Marcy Hardt
William J. Hass, Ph.D.
Frances E. Haynes
Margaret Hiller
Reverend Donald C. Luster
Salvatore J. Mollica
Cynthia Moore
Nadine Nevins
Margie Powell 
Gina LeVon Simpson
Linda S. Smith, MS
Tanya Rhodes Smith
Allyson Stollenwerck
Preston C. Tisdale, Esq.
Helen B. Wasserman
Scott K. Wilderman
Katherine S. Yacavone

Emeritus 
Janice Park 

Staff
Mary Pat C. Healy 
Executive Director
Robin Lamott Sparks 
Senior Director of Policy  
& Research
Mory Hernandez 
Health Care Community  
Organizer
Lazaro Corro Benites 
Health Care Organizer
Nicole Bass 
Administrative Assistant

203-549-0075 
www.bcacct.org 
www.facebook.com/bcacct

Sugey’s Story
BCAC works to identify families in the 
Greater Bridgeport area that qualify for 
state assistance programs and helps them 
with the application process every step  
of the way. Sugey Valdez, a single mother 
of four daughters, explains what a differ-
ence this program has made for her and 
her family:

“I relocated to Connecticut from New 
York City several years ago. I had no 
family and didn’t know anyone in 
Bridgeport. Shortly after I relocated, my 
daughter got very sick and was hospi-
talized for four days. I was very scared 
because I barely spoke English, and I 
wasn’t financially stable. I knew that I 
would start receiving the medical bills, 
and I wondered how I was going to  
pay for them.  

“A couple of weeks after my daughter 
had been discharged, the bills began to 
arrive. If I recall correctly, they totaled 
about $8,700. I began to feel sick. I had 
to do something, and I had to do it fast, 
because the bills kept coming in, collec-
tion agencies were calling my home, etc.  
Finally, I was able to get a loan and open 
a hair salon.  

“One day, Mory Hernandez (BCAC’s 
Health Care Community Organizer) 
came into my establishment, introduced 
herself as being from the Bridgeport 
Child Advocacy Coalition, and explained 
the work that she was doing. Mory was 
like my guardian angel at that very mo-
ment. The fact that someone was actual-
ly looking for families who may qualify 
for these programs instead of someone 
losing an entire day at a state office was 
just unbelievable.  

“I jumped at the opportunity, and I was 
screened. Surprisingly enough, I qualified 
for the SNAP program (formerly food 
stamps) and the HUSKY program. I was 
so happy I cried tears of joy because I 
remember the hospital worker telling 
me that if I qualified, the hospital bills 
would be covered.

“Today, I have NO medical bills, and my 
daughters and I are covered under the 
HUSKY program. I give thanks everyday 
for meeting Mory. With her assistance, 
my children and I have been able to go 
for routine visits, sick visits, and one of  
my daughters even has braces. And, Mory  
not only assisted me with my issues,  
she also became one of my clients!”

Sugey Valdez works on Mory Hernandez’s hair in 
an East Side salon.


