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Coalition: A group of  people who join and grow 
together for a common cause; a pact or treaty among 
individuals or groups, during which they cooperate in 
joint action.

Resilience: The capacity to recover quickly from 
difficulties; toughness; the ability to recover from  
or adjust easily to misfortune or change.
For over three decades, Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition (BCAC) has been growing 
together with hundreds of  individuals and organizations working towards improving the lives of  
our children and families throughout the Greater Bridgeport area. We continue to do everything 
in our power to build upon the resiliency of  our community.  

BCAC has dedicated its mission to the improvement of  physical, behavioral and oral health, 
childhood obesity, and healthcare reform. BCAC has rallied the community around equity 
in education funding, school repairs and construction, special education, classroom size, 
reduction of  in-school and out-of-school suspensions, and early childhood care and education. 
BCAC has advocated for gun safety legislation and stricter gun laws, making Connecticut one 
of  the strictest states on gun control. BCAC was instrumental in the passage of  significant 
legislation impacting our children and families in Bridgeport, including the restriction of  school 
bus idling to reduce asthma attacks and on criminal justice reform.

BCAC led campaigns on “Leave No City Behind”, healthcare4every1, Access Health CT, and 
affordable housing in Bridgeport. In light of  the adversity we face here in Bridgeport, it is 
important that we understand the critical importance of  building a resilient community. We can 
only do this in a collaborative manner by building relationships and partnering with others.

Research continues to be the foundation for all that we do, and BCAC prides itself  on our 
consistent sharing of  information with the community. Advocacy is the heart of  empowering our 
community and BCAC continues to harness the power of  the people and the people’s voice.

Our deep commitment to our children and families is unwavering - Join the Movement!

Letter from the 
Executive Director and 

Board Chair

Annual Report 2015
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The Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition is a coalition of organizations,  
parents, and other concerned individuals committed to improving  
the well-being of Bridgeport’s children through research, education,  
advocacy, and mobilization.

BCAC provides the vehicle for the Greater Bridgeport community to 
take concerted action on issues that affect children’s health, education, 
and safety. Our coalition is grassroots and independent, diverse and 
motivated. Together, we are advocating for policy and systems change 
that will clear a path to a better future, particularly for Bridgeport’s 
most vulnerable and disadvantaged children.

Research.
Research is the foundation for 

everything BCAC does. Our reports 
provide objective data, identify best 

practices, and suggest practical 
steps to address the challenges our 

children face.

Advocate.
Advocacy is at the heart of  BCAC’s 
mission. We empower community 

members by giving them the tools and 
information to effectively advocate for 

positive change. 

Mobilize.
As a coalition of  diverse members, 

BCAC harnesses the power of  people 
to bring about systems change and 
improve the well-being of  children  

and families.

Educate.
BCAC educates the community 

by sharing information, ideas, and 
resources. By advancing a shared 
understanding of  children’s issues,  

we can move forward as a  
cohesive community.

BCAC

Our Mission

Mary Pat Healy
Executive Director

Diane Brassell
2014-2015 Board Chair



Freedom Riders Visit Bridgeport
In January, BCAC and the Bridgeport Public Education Fund 
(BPEF) convened a special visit from three Freedom Riders that 
left Bridgeport incredibly moved and inspired. Joan Browning, 
Dion Diamond, and Reverend Reginald Green shared memories 
regarding their brave efforts to obtain civil rights during the 1960s. 
The Freedom Riders advocated that skin color does not make 
one inhumane, inferior, and undeserving of  human rights. They 
motivated attendees with the message that ordinary people can 
make extraordinary things happen. Bridgeport will remember their 
presence, fearlessness, and endless passion for justice in the face 
of  discrimination. Like the Freedom Riders, BCAC and BPEF work 
to galvanize and push the community towards equity in health 
care, education, and basic human rights. “We shall overcome!”  

Key Criminal Justice Legislation Passes
Connecticut has seen significant criminal and juvenile justice 
legislation pass over the last two years. Through the collective and 
persistent involvement of  many organizations writing and collecting 
testimony, meeting with legislators, and rallying the network to 
advocate for progressive legislation, we have seen sweeping 
changes in criminal/juvenile justice reform that have been recognized 
nationally. Key legislation passed in 2015 includes: the Second 
Chance Society Initiative, which assists with the reintegration of  
non-violent offenders back into society; An Act Concerning Out of  
School Expulsions and Suspensions, which prohibits out-of-school 
expulsions and suspensions for Pre-K through Grade 2; An Act 
Concerning Lengthy Sentences for a Crime Committed by a Child or 
Youth, which ends mandatory life-without-parole sentences for 
children and youth; and An Act Concerning An Excessive Use of  
Force, which requires CT police officers to wear body cameras at all 
times in order to take preventative measures against accusations of  
racially motivated shootings. The power of  our voices continues to 
make a necessary impact, yet there is still much work to be done. 
Join our voices! 

STATE OF 
THE CHILD IN 
BRIDGEPORT 

REPORTS WERE 
DISTRIBUTED 

1155

BCAC’s 30th Annual Breakfast Inspires
Our 30th Annual Breakfast in April brought together over  
300 attendees to celebrate 30 years of  advocacy, research, 
education, and mobilization. Joining us was keynote speaker 
Bob Herbert, formerly of  The New York Times, where he 
established himself  as the leading voice for the working poor 
and the middle class. Author of  Losing Our Way: An Intimate 
Portrait of  a Troubled America, Mr. Herbert spoke on a wide 
array of  issues facing middle class Americans today, from 
housing instability to poverty, to the power of  ordinary citizens. 
BCAC also honored two passionate and committed community 
members: John Santa, Chairman of  the Malta Justice Initiative, 
and Frances Rabinowitz, Interim Superintendent of  the Bridgeport 
Public Schools. The 2015 Annual Breakfast exemplified BCAC’s 
core principle of  collaboration by celebrating community 
members who stimulate and motivate us to mobilize our 
community and bring about meaningful change.

BCAC Connects Families with HUSKY
Julieta Flores-Bravo, a client of  BCAC and a working mother of  
two, knows just how much HUSKY means to her. “I do not know 
what I would do if  my family was no longer eligible for HUSKY 
because of  the unreasonable cost of  health insurance and with  
my son’s chronic asthma.” Because of  her son’s condition, he is 
required to visit a speech therapist multiple times a week. Julieta 
and her husband would have needed to find a second job and cut 
back on family activities in order to purchase private insurance. 
With BCAC’s support and assistance, Julieta and her family are 
grateful to say they have been covered by HUSKY for many  
years now!    

BCAC 
2015 

Highlights
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BCAC CLIENTS WERE 
INFORMED ABOUT 

ACCESS HEALTH CT 

1285



1.  INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF CONNECTICUT’S 
REFUGEE MENTORING PROGRAM

For 8 year old Merveille and her father, refugees 
who fled from the Congo, the Refugee Mentoring 
Program at IICONN has been nothing short 
of  a blessing. Their mentor Carleen stepped 
in and took on a grandmother-like role in 
Merveille’s life. Carleen supports Merveille 
in school by representing her father during 
Planning and Placement Team meetings and 
medically by taking Merveille to meet with 
specialists. Merveille is deaf, but with her new 
cochlear implants, she is able to make sense 
of  the sounds that she hears. Her family is now 
reunited and is well on their way to a bright 
future here in Bridgeport. IICONN serves 100+ 
refugees each year, providing them with the 
tools they need to become self-sufficient after 
having survived the trauma and heartache of  
war, persecution, and a yearning for the home  
they once knew.

2.  REGIONAL YOUTH ADULT SOCIAL ACTION 
PARTNERSHIP’S STREETSAFE PROGRAM

For decades, RYASAP has been a catalyst  
for community change in Bridgeport affecting 
everything from the leadership development  
of  young people to systems change on criminal 
justice reform. Their latest initiative, StreetSafe 
Bridgeport, gets highly-trained Outreach 
Workers onto the streets to build relationships 
with Bridgeport’s most vulnerable youth and 
provide them with resources for substance 
abuse recovery and mental health services, 
trauma programs, job placement, and more. 
RYASAP has also been behind some of  the 
most prominent criminal justice legislation 
reform in Connecticut. Currently, RYASAP  
is one of  many organizations pushing for 
further reform in raising the age of  juvenile 
court jurisdiction.
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Resolute: 
Mobilizing for Children and Families

3. PARENT CONVENTION INTRODUCES RULER 

In June, Bridgeport Public School’s Parent 
Center held their 43rd Annual Parent 
Convention. The BPS Parent Center bridges 
home, school, and community in addition to 
providing parents with resources for personal 
growth. Among the many topics covered was  
the RULER Approach, a social emotional 
learning (SEL) initiative through the Yale  
Center for Emotional Intelligence. RULER stands 
for Recognizing, Understanding, Labeling, 
Expressing, and Regulating Emotions. 
Bridgeport is now implementing this program  
in schools across the District and throughout  
the entire community. Parents were eager  
to learn firsthand how this affects learning. 
Research shows that students with higher 
emotional intelligence are better prepared to 
manage emotions so that they can focus, learn, 
and do their best in school. BCAC will continue 
to work with the District by providing community 
trainings on SEL and the RULER Approach.

1

2

3
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Lilla and Milton Cooper, MD
Connecticut Health Foundation
The Council of Churches of Greater 
Bridgeport
Kathi and John Cunningham
M. Kate Curran
JoAnn Davidson
Candace and Ed Davies
Leopold De Fusco
Donna DeGuzman
Dianne Kaplan DeVries
Maureen Dewan and Stuart C. Belkin
Gina Dunston-Boone, MD
Barbara and Mark Edinberg
Janet Filling
Mary Jane Foster and Jack 
McGregor
Madeleine Fox
Holly and Robert Francis
Nancy and Richard Freedman
Judy Frey
Sabra Gallo and Frederick Post
Joseph Ganim
Mildred and Marvin Garrell
Chief Joseph Gaudett
Joe Giaquinto
Marty Gilbert
Tara Glennon
Claire Gold
Lynn and Thomas Goldberg
Senator Edwin Gomes
Andrea Goodman and Jeff Ackerman
Deborah Goodman and David Abbey
Reverend Judith Greene
Marcy and Herb Hardt
Hartford Consortium for Higher 
Education
Mary Ellen and William Hass
Patrick Healy
Edna and John Henchy
Marie and James Henry
Paula and Robert Herzlinger, MD
Cathy and Jack Hickey-Williams
Marge Hiller
Fiona Hodgson
Pam Hoffman, MD
Adrienne Houel
Henry R. Kelly, Sr. 
Kate Kelly
Andrea and Irv Kern
Larry Kluetsch
Marie and Brian Langdon
Susan and Joel Lichtenstein, Esq.
Maxine Lobel

Lily Lopez
Michele Macauda
Suzanne MacAvoy
Phyllis C. and John H. Machledt, MD
Darryl and Gerald Manning
Maryann and Robert Matthews
The McCalley’s
Cristin McCarthy Vahey
Merit Insurance, Inc.
Kathy and Paul Miller
Alice and Tom Mindrum
Senator Marilyn Moore
Sandra and Christopher Neubert
Nadine Nevins
Frances Newby
Marilyn Ondrasik and Vince Musto
Optimus Health Care
Lynn and Peter Penczer
Dorine and Paul Philben
Kathleen Pierce and David Blagys
Patricia and David E. Pitchenik
Rabbi James Prosnit and Wendy 
Bloch
Nikki Rhodes
Lynn and Peter Roberge
Katherine Roberts
RYASAP
Elizabeth Schmitt
Jean Schoenleber
Bonita and Stephen Smith
Virginia Smith
Kathleen and Brian Soderholm
Barbara Sousa
St. Mark’s Day Care 
St. Paul’s Child Development Center
Representative Charles Stallworth
Michael Strambler
Elaine and Michael Suntag
Thomas Sweeney
Taco Loco Restaurant
Faith Taylor and Ted Sullivan
Vendette Thomas
Donna Thompson-Bennett
Preston Tisdale, Esq.
Elizabeth Torres
Tow Foundation
Robert Traber
Teresa Turvey
United Congregational Church of 
Bridgeport
United Way of Coastal Fairfield 
County
Universal Health Care Foundation of 
Connecticut
Urban League of Southern CT

Douglas H. Wade Jr.
Reverend Alida Ward
Helen Wasserman
Christine Wasyliko and Christopher 
Huntley
Marion and Joe Wertheim
Christine and Tom Wetzel
Frankie and David White
Jessica Wolf
Katherine and John Yacavone
David Zieff

Mentors 
Gifts of  $50 - $99
Laura and Joseph Amicucci
Patricia Borghesan
Dianne Brassell
Barbara Bresler
Isobel Broadhurst
Martha Brooks
Honorable Barbara Coppeto
Sylvia Corrigan
Marie Curran
Bradford Durrell
Lilia Figueroa
Gloria Francesconi
The Greater Bridgeport Medical 
Association
Anne and Patrick Gribbon
Jackie Heneage
Linda Hudson
Kathleen Hunter
Doris and Frank Jacoby
Loretta Jay
Mary Anne Judge
Peggy and Harold Kamins
Alice B. Nealon
Kathy O’Brien
Sheila and Thomas Ogden
Rosa Olivares
Catherine and Clement 
Onyemelukwe
Howard Owens
Kathleen and David Plaskon
Pamela Ritter
Olivar Rivera
Jenny and Tim Robson
Joan Rosenbaum
Abby Schine
Robert and Susan Secondi
Varsha and Rajnikant Shah
Kevin Sheehy
Jessica and Joel Siegel
Susan Smith
Donna Spigarolo
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BCAC Member Organizations 
Above and Beyond 
Gifts of  $1,000 or More
Career Resources, Inc.
Greenfield Hill Congregational Church
Southwest Community Health Center

BCAC Member Organizations
We thank our Members who make  
the Coalition possible!
A Child’s World, Inc.
ABCD, Inc.
All Our Kin
American Association of University 
Women - Bridgeport Branch
Big Brothers Big Sisters of SWCT
Boys & Girls Village, Inc.
Bridgeport Alliance for Young 
Children
Bridgeport Hospital
Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust
Bridgeport Public Education Fund
Burroughs Community Center
Cardinal Shehan Center
Caroline House
Career Resources, Inc.
Catholic Charities of Fairfield County 
Inc.
The Child & Family Guidance Center
Christ & Holy Trinity Church
Congregation B’nai Israel
Congregation Rodeph Sholom
CT Against Gun Violence (CAGV)
Connecticut Legal Services, Inc.
The Council of Churches of Greater 
Bridgeport
The Discovery Museum
Fairfield Grace United Methodist 
Church
Fairfield University School of Nursing
GBAPP
Golden Hill United Methodist Church
Greenfield Hill Congregational Church 
Hall Neighborhood House, Inc.
International Institute of  
Connecticut, Inc.
The Kennedy Center
LifeBridge Community Services
McGivney Community Center
Mercy Learning Center
Mount Aery Baptist Church
New Beginnnings Family Academy
Nichols United Methodist Women
Optimus Health Care
RYASAP
The Salvation Army

School Volunteer Association  
of Bridgeport
Southwest Community Health Center
Southwestern AHEC, Inc.
St. Mark’s Day Care Center 
St. Vincent’s Medical Center
St. Vincent’s Special Needs Center
Summerfield United Methodist 
Trinity Episcopal Church
Unitarian Church in Westport
Unitarian Universalist Church  
of Greater Bridgeport
United Congregational Church  
of Bridgeport
United Way of Coastal  
Fairfield County 
Wakeman Boys & Girls Club- Smilow 
Burroughs Clubhouse

Foundations and 
Civic Groups
Bromer Kearney Charitable 
Foundation

Connecticut Health Foundation

Connecticut Health Insurance 
Exchange

Daphne Seybolt Culpeper Memorial 
Foundation

Fairfield County Community 
Foundation - Donor Designated Funds

Fairfield County Community 
Foundation - Virginia B. Squiers 
Foundation

Dorothy Fox, Jonathan Fox Charitable 
Foundation

The Kiev Foundation

Klein-Robbenhaar Charitable Fund

The Kreitler Foundation, Inc.

Edward S. Moore Family Foundation, 
Inc.

Near and Far Aid Association

Norma F. Pfriem Foundation

Ruscito Family Foundation

Schreiber Family Foundation

Betty Smith Fidelity Charitable

Theodore L. Sullivan and Faith H. 
Taylor Fund

The Tow Foundation

Ernest and Joan Trefz Foundation

Universal Health Care Foundation of 
Connecticut

Donors Above and Beyond 
Gifts of  $1,000 or More
Richard Bieder, Esq.
Bridgeport Public Education Fund
Edith and Kevin Cassidy

City of Bridgeport
Gusto’s Restaurante
Mary Pat and Peter Healy
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder P.C.
Michael Koskoff
Estate of Ruth Krauss
The Kreitler Foundation, Inc.
Estate of Benjamin B. Lewis
Linda McMahon
Jane Norgren
Elizabeth M. Pfriem
John Santa
Tanya and Robert Smith
Cleo and Jon Sonneborn

Champions 
Gifts of  $500 - $999
Clare and Hayes Clark
Community Health Network
Mary Ellen Curran
Fairfield County’s Community 
Foundation
Fairfield University
LifeBridge Community Services
Honorable Robert Malone
MaryBeth and Sal Mollica
Deborah and Jeffrey Owens
Sally and Everett Schenk
Robert Urban
Nancy and Peter von Euler 

Sponsors 
Gifts of  $100 - $499
Carol and Gary Adzima
Alloy Engineering Co.
Cynthia Almonte
Nilda Aponte
Katie and Robert Augustyn
Jocelyn Ault
Representative Andre Baker
Jan and Mark Birney
Dan Braccio
Maura and Jay Breen
Linda R. Brewster
Bridgeport Alliance for Young 
Children
Sandra Brown
Teri Brown
Jorge Cabrera
Cardinal Shehan Center
Nicole and Stephen Cassidy
Vae Champagne
Renee Clift
Community Capital Fund
Claudia Connor

Empowered:  
Honoring Our Generous Donors
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2015 Financial Highlights

  

 2% Meetings, Office and Program Supplies 

 1% Annual Breakfast

 5% Transportation, Communications and Postage

 11% Overhead

 75% Staff, Benefits and Consultants

 5% Office Space and Technology
 2% Printing and Copying

 5% Annual Breakfast 

 7% Corporate Underwriting 

 3% Organizational Memberships

 12% Contributions

64% Grants

 8% Interest and Investments

  

Income

Expenses

*In order to maintain our independent voice,  
we do not accept government funding.

Christina and Lud Spinelli
Alice E. Stokes
Selina Strong and Ronald Blumenfeld
Ellen Tower
Daniel Wasserman
Pamela Weil
Ellen and Austin Wolf
Susan Zaveruha

Friends 
Gifts of  up to $49
Pearlye Sams Allen
Eileen Anderson
Kelly and Brooks Barrett
Ivy and Nicole Bass
Audrey and Larry Bernstein
Carol Birks
Loretta Blauner
Diane Santilli Coleman
James Connelly
Addie and Eugene Coppola
Rosaline Cuateco
Wilson Durran
Paul Farina
Marcia Feliz
Mary Ann and Tom Fichera
Julieta Flores
Margarita Garces-Shapiro
Peter George
John Francis Healy, Jr.
Clemencia Huitzil
Isabel Huitzil
Edith and Bennett Katzen
Christina Kazanas
Jocelyn Keith
Ellen and Gerry Kuroghlian
Joan Lane
Ilse Levi
Alice Madwed, MD
Chris and George Markley
Andrew Martinez
Eustodia and Ernesto Martinez
Patricia and Robert McCorkle
Leanne McEvoy
Sister Mercita
Alyandro Montis
Ernesto Morales
Carol and Humphrey Nichols
Michael Patota
Lisa Pavlich-Kuhn
Peggy M. Perillie
Magno Ribeiro
Stephanie Ross
Susan C. Simpson

Tricia Tierney
John Torres
Joyce Undella
Eva Vasquez
Mary H. von Conta
Monica and Frederic Wheeler
Scott Wilderman
Natalie Wintter
Hinda Wolf
Doran Wright
Barbara Yasinski 

Matching Gifts
LPL Advisor Matching Gifts Program
Pitney Bowes Charity Giving Station

Breakfast Partners
Elizabeth M. Pfriem 

Breakfast Benefactors
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, P.C.
Milford Photo
The Ernest & Joan Trefz Foundation
The United Illuminating Company 
and Southern Connecticut Gas

Breakfast Sponsors
AT&T
Linda and Michael Gordon
People’s United Bank
Allyson Stollenwerck
The Workplace, Inc.

Table Champions
ABCD, Inc.
Aquarion Water Company
BAYC
BPEF/RYASAP
Burroughs Community Center
Career Resources
City of Bridgeport
ConnectedCitizen.org
Fairfield University
GBAPP
International Institute of Connecticut
John Santa
Southwest Community Health Center

Breakfast Friends
Dworken, Hillman, LaMorte & 
Sterczala, P.C.
Diane DeVries
Pam Hoffman, M.D
Peter H. Roberge
Helen B. Wasserman

State of  the Child Sponsors
General Electric Company
People’s United Bank
Elizabeth M. Pfriem
Norma F. Pfriem Foundation

Gifts Made in Honor
In Honor of Linda Gordon
     The Kiev Foundation

In Honor of Donna  
Thompson-Bennett
     Marge Hiller

In Honor of William and  
Florence Vermeulen
     Kathy and Brian Soderholm

In Honor of Helen Wasserman
     Mary Pat Healy

Gifts Made in Memory
In Memory of Dr. Jane A. Mack
     The von Euler Family
In Memory of Josephine Biazzo, 
Elizabeth Birney, Eleanor Curran  
and Edna Healy
     Jan Birney

Legacy Donors
Barbara Findlay
Jack Hickey-Williams

616 PEOPLE 
ATTENDED 

BCAC’S STATE 
OF THE CHILD 

PRESENTATIONS 

616

Honoring Our Generous Donors
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Board of  Directors

OFFICERS

Diane L. Brassell 
Chairwoman

Scott K. Wilderman 
First Vice Chair  
and Secretary

Peter H. Roberge 
Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Gwendolyn Alphonso, Ph.D

Stanley Bernard

Marta Calderon

Edith B. Cassidy

Gina Dunston-Boone, M.D.

Robert Francis

Linda Goldenberg

Michael Gordon

Saleh Hanaif

Marcy Hardt

William J. Hass, Ph.D

Margaret Hiller

Salvatore J. Mollica

Nadine Nevins

Frances Newby

Jane Norgren 

Margie Powell

Gina LeVon Simpson

Linda S. Smith, MS

Tanya Rhodes Smith

Allyson Stollenwerck

Preston C. Tisdale, Esq

Helen B. Wasserman

Katherine S. Yacavone

EMERITUS

The Late Janice Park

Staff

Mary Pat C. Healy Executive Director

Mory Hernandez Community Organizer/Healthcare Advocate

Ashley R. Blanchard Public Policy and Research Analyst 

Nicole Bass Administrative Assistant 

Amina Seyal Public Ally, Communications Assistant

Join the Conversation
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